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Dr. Mohit Gera,
IFS
PCCF & HoFF, J&K Forest Department
Chairman, J&K Biodiversity Council

Message
Jammu & Kashmir Forest Department commemorated 130 years of its creation on
24th June 2021. Forests occupy around 48% geographical area of Jammu & Kashmir and
substantially support sectors of economic importance like Tourism, Horticulture, Sheep &
Animal Husbandry, Agriculture, Power Generation and Wood Based Industry. The lives
of around two-third population of Jammu & Kashmir is closely linked to forests for their
bonafide needs of fuelwood, fodder, grazing, small timber besides various other forest
produce. The Union Territory is vulnerable to climate change and forests provide much
required resilience and ecological security besides contributing towards mitigation of
global warming. People are integral part of planning and implementation of programs &
schemes of the Forest Department and grassroot level institutions like Village Panchayats,
Biodiversity Management Committees and Joint Forest Management Committees are
involved in functioning of the department.
In view of increasing role of forest sector and broadening interface with the people
of J&K, it has been decided to revive the newsletter in the name of “Van Posh” to share
the activities and achievements of department. This will create awareness among the people
on issues related to Forests & Biodiversity and help in dissemination of knowledge and
information among foresters’ community and people at large.
I appreciate the efforts of Planning & Publicity Division and advise them to continue
with this publication.

(Dr. Mohit Gera) IFS
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S. Senthil Kumar
IFS
Chief Conservator of Forests (FCA)

Foreword
J&K Forest Department is reaching the well wishers through this newsletter “Van Posh”
after a seeming a long gap of 15 years. The department had been handling various tasks
all through these years, shouldering its responsibilities towards the forest ecosystem,
playing its role in the Conservation and Management of the forest resources and at
the same time benefitting the people of Jammu and Kashmir with goods and services.
The forests had been showering us with its boundless benevolence and the department
had been chronicling its carved-out tasks through various reports on annual basis. The
interaction of department with people had not been properly put forward. Newsletters
are popular means to reach out public and the departments working along, keeping
them abreast on the developments and happenings. The J&K forest department is proud
to bring out this all new revamped newsletter in the style “Van Posh” which shall be
highlighting the various activities uptaken by the J&K Forest Department.
The Planning and Publicity division has assorted and compiled an impressive set of
activities brought forward in this newsletter. We hope, Van Posh is received well by one
and all. The department, as always would like to hear from you as well.

(S. Senthil Kumar) IFS
Chief Conservator of Forests (FCA)
Forest Department Newsletter

6

DR Syed Nadeem
IFS
Conservator of Forests Central
Circle

Wanposh Introduction
Blooming into existence in 1891, J&K Forest Department is one of the oldest organizations of Jammu and Kashmir
and one of the first forest departments in the country to introduce scientific management of Forests.
With the nationalization of forests in early 1980s, forest department experienced a paradigm shift in it working
and with the introduction of various new projects and schemes, the interface of the department with the public
broadened manifold. Being a great repository of scientific forestry practices and experience, Forest Department
started publishing a magazine titled ‘Forest News Letter’ in the late 1980s, which served as first hand information
about the programmes and activities of the department for the conservation and development of natural
resources for the common good of the society. Later, the department switched over to publishing ‘J&K State
Forester’ in 1990s before reverting back to ‘Forest News Letter’ during 2000s up to 2006-07.
Now after a hiatus of over 15 years, J&K Forest Department is reviving the practice of publishing a news letter
under the name ‘Van Posh’ taken from the maxim “Ann posh teli, yeli van posh” given by the great Kashmiri mystic
Sheikh Noor-ud-din Wali (1377-1440) meaning, “Food will suffice only as long as forests suffice” who highlighted
the importance of forests for our existence more than six centuries ago.
True to its name, I hope that Van Posh shall continue to emphasize the importance of Forests in our day to day lives
as well as the efforts of the J&K Forest Department towards conserving nature through its programmes, activities,
experience sharing etc. and shall act as in interface between the department and the community at large.
I would like to thank Dr. Mohit Gera, P.C.C.F & HoFF for being the driving force behind reviving Van Posh, Sh.
S. Senthil Kumar, C.C.F (FCA) for his guidance his support and Sh. Manzoor Ahmad D.FO. Planning & Publicity
Division for compiling publishing this edition of Van Posh.

DR Syed Nadeem (IFS)
Conservator

Manzoor Ahmad
Divisional Forest Officer, Planning and
Publicity Division, Srinagar

Preface
The presentation of multifarious activities of J&K Forest Department in the form of “Newsletter” is of paramount
importance for the masses. The publication of the said magazine by the forest department was an uninterrupted
practice upto the year 2007.
Now after an interval of 15 years with the constant support and valuable guidance of Dr. Mohit Gera, IFS Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, J&K, Sh. S. Senthil Kumar, IFS Chief Conservator of Forests, FCA and Dr.
Syed Nadeem, IFS Conservator of Forests, Central Circle, the publication of erstwhile newsletter stands retitled as
“Vanposh” after the strategic review to enforce the sense of purpose and concept of effective dissemination for
the people associated with the forestry sector. This publication has been brought out with the aim to focus and
highlight the great achievements and activities of the Forest Department more effaciously.
I extend my sincere thanks to the officers of Forest Department who generously contributed the forestry related writeups to add splendor to the publication of this magazine. I also compliment the entire team of Planning and Publicity
Division Srinagar for their efforts and dedication in compiling the draft script and allied data of this Publication.
(Manzoor Ahmad)
DFO
Forest Department Newsletter
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World Environment Day - 2021 observed by
organizing Online Webinar, visit to Herbal Park and
conducting plantation drives at different locations

A

web seminar was organized to mark World Environment Day-2021 by the
Department of Ecology, Environment and Remote Sensing with
the theme of ‘Ecosystem Restoration” on 05-06-2021.
Speaking on the occasion,
the
Commissioner/Secretary,
Department of Forest, Environment and Ecology, Sh. Sanjeev Verma, who was the chief
guest on the occasion, said that
protection of environment and
restoration of ecosystems is responsibility of all. He said that
the department is at forefront
of protecting environment and
repairing against the damages
caused by unsustainable human activities. He added that
the department is in the process
of preparing the documents for
wetlands which will be a helpful
guide for planning, general public and researchers. He further
added that the department will
dedicatedly earmark this year
for Restoration of Wetland Ecosystems and steps are being taken up for their protection.
The Pr. Chief Conservator of
Forests & HoFF, J&K, Dr. Mohit
Gera gave a brief account about
the interventions being made
by the Forest Department for
restoration of Forest Ecosystems. He informed about the
afforestation works carried out
during 2020-21, covering more
than 15000 ha and planting of
more than one crore saplings.
In addition, the Department
also carried out low-cost greening interventions under which
about 44 Lakh seeds were used
for planting as Seed Balls, Patch
Sowing and Dibbling. He further
spoke on the Green JK Drive,
which is an ongoing programme
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of the department and will be
continued with more vigour this
year. He said that the forest department is taking innovative
steps such as “One Beat Guardone Village” to help greening
outside forest areas with the
involvement of rural local bodies. He emphasised that the department is taking the necessary
steps to build adaptability and
resilience of forest ecosystems
by carefully selecting interventions for rehabilitation of degraded forest ecosystems, particularly grasslands as priority.
Dr. Neelu Gera, PCCF/Director, Ecology, Environment and
Remote Sensing Department in
her inaugural remark, deliberated upon the importance of World
Environment Day and its theme
as “Ecosystem Restoration”. She
stressed on strengthening the restoration measures for maintaining our ecosystems and strive to
strike a fine balance between environment and development.
T. Rabi Kumar, APCCF, Kashmir threw light on the Biodiversity Conservation - Equity in access and benefits for Ecosystem
Restoration. Chief Town Planner, Kashmir, Iftikhar Hakim,
spoke about the challenges of
population growth, urbanization and innovations in restoration of Urban Ecosystems. Dr.
M.K. Kumar explained the interventions being done by Wildlife
Department for Restoration of
Wildlife Corridor Ecosystem for
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minimizing the human-wildlife
conflicts. Sh. Irfan Rasool Wani,
Conservator, North Circle, Kashmir and Coordinator WUCMA,
explained about the process
of Restoration of Wular Lake
Ecosystem to its pristine glory.
Majid Farooq, Scientist, Coordinator ENVIS presented the Climate Change Scenarios and its
impacts on Ecosystem Services.
Visit to upcoming Herbal
Park at Boniyar, Srinagar
On the occasion of World Environment Day 2021, the PCCF
&HoFF visited the upcoming
Herbal Park at Boninar, near
Cheshmeshahi, Srinagar. The
project is being executed by Urban Forestry Division Srinagar
over an area of 1.5 ha which may
be extended to 2 ha, under CAMPA scheme funds to the extent of
Rs 27 lakhs. So far, 35 species of
medicinal herbs have been introduced successfully. However,
the PCCF instructed the accompanying team of APCCF Kashmir, CF Srinagar and DFO Urban
to aim for the target of 130 local
species in order to commemorate 130 years of establishment
of J&K Forest Department. It
was emphasized that the approach path of 0.5 km, the central path within the Herbal Park,
the Interpretation Centre, the
Signages and peripheral delineation would all be eco-friendly
structures predominantly wood
based. Besides, drip irrigation
system was also suggested.

PCCF visits North Kashmir inaugurates Trekking
Routes and Eco-Park

T

he Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(HoFF) Dr. Mohit Gera,IFS accompanied by Sh. Irfan Rasool Wani,IFS Conservator of Forests, North Circle
alongwith DFOs concerned
visited North Kashmir on
08-06-2021 and inaugurated Badrakali Trekking and
Hiking Trail established under ecotourism project by
Langate Forest Division. The
trail consists of three routes
viz Badrakali to Nagradnar,
Badrakali to Galganzra and
Badrakali to Bangus. These
routes have been developed
for recreation and awareness
purpose. These routes have
many beautiful forest assets
such as hutments, rest houses
and nurseries located enroute
in pristine nature. PCCF applauded concept of opening
up trekking routes in forest
areas and advised field staff
to encourage school children
to develop interest in trekking
so that our future generation
develops passion towards
nature. He also advised to
put up more signages of flora and fauna at conspicuous
places along the route so that
more awareness is disseminated. Later, PCCF planted
Chinar plant at Camping site
Badrakali and interacted with
DDC members of District
Kupwara.
Dr. Mohit Gera also visited Nagranard Co. 3/R of
Handwara block to check
progress of demarcation
of forest boundaries. DFO
Demarcation briefed PCCF
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The PCCF distributed newly
published Guard books to
Beat Guards along with Back
packs as a step towards
capacity building of forest
front line staff. PCCF assured
that more articles like GPS,
Drones etc shall be procured
and provided to field staff so
that they effectively deal with
different challenges.
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about demarcation exercise
undertaken in Rajwar Range
so far. PCCF laid emphasis
on proper survey and delineation and timely start
of works so that maximum
progress is achieved during
the current year.
Later, PCCF visited Baramulla Central Nursery established in Jhelum Valley
Forest Division and directed the concerned for raising more saplings in view of
enhanced plantation targets
under Green Jammu and
Kashmir Drive.
The PCCF distributed newly published Guard books to
Beat Guards along with Bag
packs as a step towards capacity building of forest front
line staff. PCCF assured that
more articles like GPS, motorcycles etc shall be procured

and provided to field staff so
that they effectively deal with
different challenges.
During his second visit

education, wildlife awareness and community conservation. In the park, various wooden artifacts of Bear,

PCCF accompanied by Mr.
T. Rabi Kumar IFS Add. Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests Kashmir and Mr. Irfan Rasool IFS Conservator
of Forests North Circle conducted one day extensive
field tour to North Kashmir
on 26-09-2021 and inaugurated multiple new projects.
A long interactive session was
also held with frontline staff
at Watlab Sopore in which
various issues concerning the
protection and conservation
of forests were discussed and
deliberated upon.
Ecopark developed by J&K
Forest Department in Rampur-Rajpore forest was first
inaugurated by PCCF. The
Ecopark is located in natural and verdant environment
with dense forest cover. The
theme of the park is nature

Leopard, Deer, Hangul, Birds
etc have been installed along
with information boards for
nature education and interpretation purpose. Besides,
tree signages have also been
placed to create awareness
about common flora.
The park has been thrown
open to public and it will be
managed by local Biodiversity Management Committee.
J&K Forest Dept. will organize
outreach programmes in this
park for school children in
association with Ecoclubs to
provide nature education and
create awareness.
A Butterfly Trail consisting
of two trekking routes Rampur-Rajpur to DivarLolab and
Rampur-Rajpur to Harwan
Sopore was also inaugurated
by PCCF. The opening of Trekking routes is one of the ongo-
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ing departmental programmes
of forest department as per the
initiative of the Government
wherein it has been decided to
open 75 trekking routes to public for trekking purpose. This is
expected to create awareness
on forests and wildlife conservation and will create a mass
support for conservation in the
long run.
PCCF &HoFF also inspected Co.30/K of Kandi Range to
assess success of plantation
works undertaken on the said
site under Greening Kandi
Project which has been sanctioned under CAMPA scheme.
The project has been launched
two years back to rehabilitate
the degraded forests of Kandi Range. PCCF was apprised
about measures undertaken so
for in the said area and future
operations that are required to
be undertaken to completely
restore the site. PCCF directed
for adopting low cost greening
interventions along with other
models of plantation in order
to quickly restore the area and
also informed on the LIDAR
based DPR being developed
by MoEFCC for restoration of
the area.
An interactive session under banner Mulaqat with
Frontline Staff was held at
Watlab Sopore in which
members of frontline staff
shared their experiences on
various topics such as Nursery, Plantation, Forest Protection, implementation of Forest Rights Act, Encroachment
Eviction, Ecotourism, Pasture
land management and trainings etc. PCCF responded
to observations and assured
necessary action on valuable
inputs highlighted during the
interaction.

Commemoration of Foundation Day of Forest Department
(130 years of Dedicated Service of J&K Forest Department)

J

&K Forest Department organized a webinar for Commemoration of Foundation
Day of Forest Department on
24-06-2021 in which more than
150 participants of different
ranks including the retired Senior Forest Officers & forest officials participated.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Commissioner/ Secretary,
Forest, Environment & Ecology, Sh. Sanjeev Verma complimented the department for its
glorious legacy and acknowledged the valiant efforts of the
department in protection &
management of Forests in Jammu & Kashmir. He also talked
about the global perspective of
the forests of J&K and stressed
on balancing development
with conservation. With the
high competency level of Forest
Department, the forest of Jammu & Kashmir will continue to
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be conserved & managed in a
sustainable manner by the Forest department to ensure continuous & sustainable flow of
benefits to all the stakeholders.
The Pr. Chief Conservator of
Forests &HoFF, J&K, Dr. Mohit
Gera (IFS) congratulated all the
participants on completing 130
years of dedicated service of the
JK Forest department and talked about the benefits being provided by the forests in the form
of timber, firewood, fodder and
other minor forests products.
He pointed out that over the
years the objectives of management have gone through a
transition from generation of
revenue to managing for enhancing ecosystem services
and providing ecological security. He further complimented
the forest frontline staff and acknowledged that despite all the
limitations due to invaluable
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sacrifice and exceptional courage and determination shown
by our forest officials the forest
and tree cover of J&K is around
55% which is substantially
higher than the national average of 24.56%.
Dr. Jagdish Kishwan (Retd.
IFS) & Sh. A.K Srivastava (Retired
IFS) also shared their views/experiences with the audiences on
the occasion. Number of officials
of different ranks including retired forest officials also spoke
on the occasion.
During the programme three
publications were also released by
the department on Chinar, Seed
balls & Crown of Jewels of Birds of
J&K. Sh. Sarvesh Rai, IFS, CEO
CAMPA delivered the welcome
address and Sh. T. Rabi Kumar
IFS, APCCF Kashmir offered
Vote of thanks. The Whole programme was moderated by Sh.
Irfan Ali Shah, IFS, CF, WPR&T.

Commemoration of Foundation Day
of Jammu and Kashmir Forest Department observed
in Raj Bhawan, Srinagar

C

ommemoration of Foundation Day of J&K Forest Department was
observed at Raj Bhawan, Srinagar on 27th of June, 2021 to
mark the completion of “130
Years of Dedicated Service”.
The programme included release of “Special Cover” prepared by the Department of
Posts, Release of Booklet on
“Green Jammu & Kashmir
Drive 2020-21”, Launch of portal for online booking of Forest
Huts and release of Booklet on
“Forest Huts of Jammu and
Kashmir”, Release of “Jammu
and Kashmir Forest Law Compendium”, Launch of “One
Beat Guard - One Village program” by releasing a pamphlet
and Release of “Documentary
on Chinar”. Speaking during
the programme, Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor, Sh. Manoj
Sinha called for brining in new
avenues like Ecotourism, promotion of Wood Based Indus-
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tries, Non-Timber Forest Products under the ambit of J&K
Forest Department to further
enhance the contribution of
Forest sector in the economic
growth of Jammu and Kashmir.
Stressing upon maintaining a
perfect balance between nature
and development, the Hon’ble
Lt Governor termed the role of
Forest Department as vital in
this regard and further asked
the concerned functionaries to
explore methods for minimizing
the adverse impacts of development.
He further added Jammu
and Kashmir is on the path of
rapid development. Taking
Governance to the doorstep
of people is the top-most priority of the UT Government.
To achieve the desired results,
there is need to put special
focus on Jan-Bhagidhari and
active involvement of grass
root level institutions like Village Panchayats in Natural
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Resource Management. He
appreciated the Forest Department for carrying out afforestation works with involvement of
Village Panchayats.
While speaking on safeguarding the livelihood of the
people depending on the forests, the Hon’ble Lt Governor
observed that with more than
half of the area of Jammu and
Kashmir under forest and tree
cover, the lives of people are
closely linked to the forests.
They also expect timely delivery of services such as firewood,
fodder and timber, he added.
The Hon’ble Lt Governor
underlined the importance of
implementing Forest Rights
Act in letter and spirit in a timebound manner. He directed
the concerned officials to take
stringent action against those
encroaching prime forest lands.
Taking note of the focused
attention required for development and preservation of

Chaar Chinar in world famous
Dal lake of Srinagar, the Lt
Governor instructed the department for taking Technical
expertise in this regard.
Highlighting the achievements made under the Forest
sector by the UT, the Lt Governor congratulated the forest
department and the J&K Administration for the efforts to
increase the forest cover. Citing
the SDG report, the Hon’ble
Lt Governor expressed satisfaction over J&K being categorized as a performer. J&K holds
the most diverse forests in the
country with 42 types of forests,
denoting the diversity of forest ecosystems in the UT, and
tops the list in terms of standing timber volume per unit area
at 144.16 cubic meters. Forest
cover has increased by 20 percent during the last year.
Noting a Report of Government of India for 2019, the Lt
Governor said that Jammu
and Kashmir, with an increase
of 348sq km of forest cover,
has figured among the top
five states that have registered
highest increase in forest cover.
Further Hon’ble Lt. Governor said the “Green Jammu &
Kashmir Drive” with a target
of planting 130 lakh plants will
contribute significantly in this
direction. This target of 130
Lakh will also mark the completion of 130 years of dedicated
service of the department”.
He also appreciated the new
initiative of ‘One Beat GuardOne Village’ with the remarks
that the initiative will go a long
way in increasing the green
cover and support the Jal Shakti Abhiyan on ‘Catch the Rain:
Where it Falls, When it Falls’.
On development of Urban
Green Spaces by the Forest De-
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Maintaining a perfect
balance between nature and
development, the Hon’ble Lt
Governor termed the role of
Forest Department as vital in
this regard and further asked
the concerned functionaries
to explore methods for
minimizing the adverse
impacts of development.

livelihood of the people
depending on the forests, the
Hon’ble Lt Governor observed
that with more than half of the
area of Jammu and Kashmir
under forest and tree cover,
the lives of people are closely
linked to the forests. They
also expect timely delivery
of services such as firewood,
fodder and timber, he added

One Beat Guard-One Village’
with the remarks that the
initiative will go a long way in
increasing the green cover and
support the Jal Shakti Abhiyan
on ‘Catch the Rain: Where it
Falls, When it Falls
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partment, the Lt Governor said
that the initiative involving stakeholders like Urban Local Bodies
other line Departments, Educational Institutions, NGOs and civil society will contribute significantly towards reducing air and
noise pollution in urban areas.
In his concluding remarks,
the Hon’ble Lt Governor complimented the Forest Department
on completion of 130 years of
dedicated service and wished the
officials success in their endeavor in preserving, protecting, and
developing forest wealth of Jammu and Kashmir.
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta,IAS
Chief Secretary, in his address,
underlined the need for documenting the work done by the
Forest Department for supporting the livelihood generation of
the people.
Sh. Sanjeev Verma,IAS Commissioner Secretary to Government, Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment,
while speaking on the occasion,
gave a brief overview of the various initiatives taken by the Forest Department to protect and
increase the green cover in J&K.
Dr. Mohit Gera,IFS Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
& HoFF, J&K, in his welcome
address, gave a detailed briefing about the functioning of
the Forest Department. He informed that 29 Forest Huts are
now open for the public and 20
more to be open soon.
Sh. Nitishwar Kumar,IAS
Principal Secretary to Lt Governor; Sh. Gaurav Srivastava, Director Postal Services; Sh T. Rabi
Kumar,IFS Addl. Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Central); Sh. Sarvesh Rai,IFS Addl.
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests and other senior officers
were present on the occasion.

Hon’ble Lt. Governor, J&K formally launches the
“Green Jammu & Kashmir Drive-2021”

L

ieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha launched “Green
J&K Drive-2021” from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Jammu on 30-07-2021. During
this year, as many as 1.30 crore
saplings are proposed to be
planted across the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
The Lt Governor planted a
‘cupressus’ sapling in the IIT
Campus to mark the launch of
this mega plantation drive. The
Green J&K Drive initiative is in
consonance with the National
Forest Policy, 1988 & the JK Forest Policy, 2011 which envisage
afforestation on all degraded &
denuded lands in the UT within
& outside forests.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Lt Governor observed that the
‘Green J&K Drive’ aims at creating a people’s movement at a
massive scale with the involvement of all stakeholders, particularly village panchayats, women,
students, Urban Local Bodies,
institutions, NGOs, and civil society. He further added that the
forest and tree cover in Jammu
and Kashmir is about 55%, which
is substantially higher than the
national average of 24.56% which
is a matter of pride.
The Lt Governor underlined
the importance of taking science
and ecology together on the path
of development. It is vital to ensure balance between development and conservation of our environment. There has never been
a more urgent need to revive
ecology than today, he remarked.
He expressed satisfaction
over the initiation of Green
Jammu and Kashmir campaign
by Forest Department targeting to plant 130 lakh plants
this year, in collaboration with
schools,
Non-Governmental
institutions, Village Panchayat
Plantation Committees (VPPCs)
Forest Department Newsletter

to mark the completion of 130
years of dedicated service of the
department, which will contribute significantly in increasing
the green cover in the UT.
The Lt Governor appreciated
the Forest Department and the
IIT Jammu for aiming at planting 10,000 trees in the IIT Jammu
campus in this monsoon, besides working on Greening and
Eco-restoration of forest land diverted for the purpose of creation
of this august institution. The Lt
Governor asked the IIT Jammu
administration to put dedicated
efforts in taking eco-friendly initiatives so that this reputed institution can join the Green Metric
World Colleges competition on
the basis of its Green Campus and
Sustainability and can make its
place in the top 50 ranking. The Lt
Governor advised the IIT Faculty
to install a bio-digest to convert
the campus waste into energy.
This technology can change the
way we manage solid waste and
help make the campus environmentally sustainable with economic benefits. Apart from this,
setting up of Biodiversity Park in
the campus on the lines of Visvesvaraya Technological University
can also be considered, he added.
On the occasion, the Lt Governor handed over the cheques
worth Rs 1.97 cr to various Village Panchayat Plantation Committees (VPPCs) as the proceeds
of harvesting of mature trees.
Appreciating the role of Social
15

Forestry, the Lt Governor exhorted the department as well as the
PRIs to work with renewed zeal
and coordination to scale up the
plantation activities for all the
more encouraging results, thereby making PRIs truly empowered
and self-reliant.
Earlier, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, in his address
through video conferencing
urged the Forest department and
the Village Panchayat Plantation
Committees to engage common
people in the drive in a participatory mode to enhance the forest
and tree cover.
Dr. Mohit Gera, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,
J&K, in his address highlighted
the initiatives of Forests department in improving the ecology
and green cover in the UT.
Sh. Sanjeev Verma, Commissioner Secretary Forest, Ecology
and Environment spelled out the
future action plan for making the
initiative a grand success.
Dr Manoj Gaur, Director, IIT
Jammu read the welcome address and Sh. Roshan Jaggi, Director Social Forestry delivered
the vote of thanks.
Sh. Bharat Bhushan, Chairman
DDC Jammu; Vice Chancellors of
various Universities; senior officers from Civil Administration,
Police and Forest department, Sarpanches and members of VPPCs
from across the UT, besides the
students and faculty of IIT Jammu
were present on the occasion.

J&K Forest Department organizes Training on
“Mitigation and Adaptation to Climate Change”

J

&K Forest Department on
14-08-2021 organized an
Online In-service Training
Programme on “Mitigation and
Adaptation to Climate Change”
for Divisional Forest Officers,
Project Officers, Deputy Directors and Range Officers in
which 154 officers attended
through 70 different locations.
The programme started
with Special address on “Mitigation and Adaptation to Climate Change” by Dr. Mohit
Gera, IFS, Pr. Chief Conservator of Forests &HoFF, J&K
Forest Department, in which
he spoke in detail about the
reasons of increase in Green
House Gases leading to Global
Warming the results of which
are manifesting inmelting of
polar ice caps and glaciers,
floods, droughts and species
migration. He further spoke
on Climate Change reports
which started coming in 1970s
and 80s after which in 1992 at
Rio-de-Janeiro, three International Conventions were put
in place before the nations
i.e. UNFCCC, UN Convention
on Combating Desertification
and Convention on Biological
Diversity. He said since 1995,
nations are meeting every year
to take decisions on climate
change, mitigation and adaptation. 40 developed countries
were given the target of 5.6%
reduction in Green House Gas
(GHG) emissions upto 2012.
But the overall target seemed
difficult, so developing nations were also roped in taking
into account the Nationally
Determined
Contributions
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(NDCs) in which India has a
target of creating additional
Carbon sinks equivalent to 2.5
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to 3.0 billion tonnes by 2030
which can only be achieved
by increase in Growing Stock

in forests and increasing the
forest and tree cover. Globally, out of 50 billion tonnes of
global Green House Gas emissions, forests offset around
19% of emissions. In India,
out of 2 billion tonnes of
GHG emissions, forests offset
around 12% of emissions.
He further added that Mitigation is a Global issue and all
countries have to contribute
and funding can be mobilized.
But adaptation is a local issue
and has to be managed locally.
He said that the forests store
carbon and its growing stock
further sequesters the carbon. Trees outside forest also
play an important role in sequestering carbon apart from
forests. He stressed on “Grow
More Wood, Use More Wood”
so that the wood harvested
from forests as well as commercial plantations could be
used more in preparing long
lasting products.
Sh. Irfan Ali Shah, IFS, Conservator of Forests, Working
Plan Circle, presented detailed role of Forest Department in cushioning the effects of climate change in the
Union Territory. He stressed
on adapting to changed and
improved role of forest officers
in bringing this change. He
also referred to latest Climate
Change Report 2021 released
very recently by the IPCC and
observed that the frequency of
pandemics,earthquakes,soil
erosion and food insecurity issues are likely to rise globally.
He stressed on energy conservation and less use of plastics
and concrete in daily lives.He
also spoke at length on the issues of forest and agricultural
productivity and impact of climate change on them.
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Climatic variables and normals,
weather patterns, causes of
climate change, impacts of
climate change, effects of
climate change on people’s
life and need for creating
awareness among the masses.

by 2030, there will be shortage
in food, water, land for
agriculture and energy to meet
out the global demands and
around 15000 species would
be at risk across the globe.
Himalayan ecosystem would be
badly affected, tree line would
shift further, water bodies and
glaciers will shrink and the
concept of micro climate will
further dwindle.

nations are meeting every
year to take decisions on
climate change, mitigation
and adaptation. 40 developed
countries were given the target
of 5.6% reduction in Green
House Gas (GHG) emissions
upto 2012. But the overall
target seemed difficult, so
developing nations were also
roped in taking into account
the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) in which
India has a target of creating
additional Carbon sinks
equivalent to 2.5 to 3.0 billion
tonnes by 2030.
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Sh. Sat Paul, IFS, Conservator of Forests, Chenab Circle,
spoke in detail about the weather and climate, Kopenn’s classification, Climatic variables
and normals, weather patterns,
causes of climate change, impacts of climate change, effects of climate change on people’s life and need for creating
awareness among the masses.
He also spoke in detail about
National Action Plan on Climate Change.
Dr. Majid Farooq, Coordinator in Climate Change
Cell in DEERS, dealt in detail
about the Mitigation and Adaptation strategies for Climate
Change. He said that changes
in climate have started with
advent of Industrial revolution and there was more release of Carbon into the atmosphere leading to rise in
temperature. Ground water
table decreased by 54% since
industrial revolution in India.
Due to Industrial revolution
there was decrease in water
resources and decrease in
quality of landbased resources. He said that by 2030, there
will be shortage in food, water, land for agriculture and
energy to meet out the global
demands and around 15000
species would be at risk across
the globe. Himalayan ecosystem would be badly affected,
tree line would shift further,
water bodies and glaciers will
shrink and the concept of micro climate will further dwindle. There will be changes in
water quality, soil fertility and
composition of forest crop.
The whole training programme was moderated by Sh.
Indu Sharma, Principal, Soil
Conservation Training School,
Miran Sahib.

Forest Department organizes One Day Training
Programme on “Ecotourism”

J

&K Forest Department, on
08-09-2021 organized a
One Day Online Training
Programme on “Ecotourism”
for Divisional Forest Officers,
Project Officers, Deputy Directors and Range Officers and the
frontline staff of J&K Forest Department, in which 183 forest
officers attended through 100
locations across the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
The programme started with
the introductory address by Sh.
Irfan Ali Shah, IFS, Conservator
of Forests, Working Plan Circle.
He spoke that the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir is
blessed with natural resources
and has a huge scenic beauty
thereby having a huge potential
of ecotourism but we need to
be cautious while opening the
areas to ecotourism, and ensure that it leads to better conservation.
The inaugural session was
taken by the worthy Pr. Chief
Conservator of Forests (HoFF)
Jammu and Kashmir Forest
Department. In his address, he
outlined the services being provided by the Forest like - Carbon sequestration, ecological
balance, biodiversity conservation and provisioning of water along with ecotourism and
nature tourism. He emphasized that ecotourism is a fundamental tool and can be used
to promote conservation and
sustainable utilization of natural resources. He focused on
three fundamentals of ecotourism i.e. Conservation of Forest
and wildlife, community participation and non-disturbance
to nature. He further stressed
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on use of local material and local architecture for creation of
resting places and basic facilities for promoting ecotourism
activities in the area. The forest department shall provide
the supportive role while the
community will play the active
role in ecotourism oriented activities. The activities of forest
department should be oriented
towards spreading awareness
regarding conservation and
should focus on highlighting
the uniqueness of forests and
wildlife.
The worthy PCCF highlighted the various initiatives
adopted by the forest department like - 49 forest huts have
already been opened to pub-
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lic, Trek routes are being identified alongwith wetlands to
be opened for appreciation
of visitors in near future. A total of 30 sacred grooves have
been identified and some biodiversity heritage sites are to
be identified for showcasing as
examples of conservation. The
religious tourism is to be linked
with ecotourism and places like
– Surinsar, Mansar, Shankaracharya, Bhadrakali and Machailyatra and many others, need
to be included in ecotourism
network of the Union Territory.
Model projects like Dera Ki Galli needs to be started at other
places also. He further stressed
on functionalizing the concept
of “75” (75 Ecotourism huts,75

trek routes, 75 wetlands and
75 BMCs/village Panchayat) to
mark the celebration of 75th Independence Day as part of Aza-

tourism, its types, Ecotourism
(concept and destinations),
policy initiatives in India. He
spoke in detail about the National Ecotourism Policy, 1998
and the call of Ministry of Environment and Forests in 2011 to
the states to frame ecotourism
policies in protected areas. He
also elaborated the goals and
objectives to be followed while
framing ecotourism policies
in the states. For Jammu and
Kashmir, he discussed the draft
ecotourism policy of 2017 along
with its vision, objectives and
strategy.
Next technical session was
taken up by Sh. Sat Paul, IFS,
Conservator of Forests, Chenab
Circle and dealt in detail with
potentials and impacts of ecotourism. He spoke that there is
a great scope of ecotourism in
the UT of Jammu and Kashmir,

di ka Amrit Mahotsava.
He also stressed upon the
use of locally available material (Fallen timber) for signages
in the treks and various spots/
sites having ecotourism potential. He also spoke in detail on
the role of frontline staff in promoting ecotourism.
In the Technical session,
Sh. Vijay Kumar, SFS, Wildlife
Warden, Kathua, spoke about

since it lies from subtropical
areas to the alpine meadows.
He discussed in detail about
the camping sites available in
J&K and the requirement of civic amenities in these camping
sites. He stressed on improvement in Home Stay facilities
at the level of locals to attract
the ecotourists and the trekking routes to be developed
with minimum disturbance
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to nature. Adventure tourism
activities like – rock climbing,
river rafting, canoeing, boating, water sports, etc., need to
linked to ecotourism. Jammu
and Kashmir in general and
Chenab valley in particular is
blessed with herbal and religious tourism which need to be
explored further. He discussed
the impediments in tapping the
full potential of ecotourism. At
last he spoke in detail about the
impacts of ecotourism. He also
stressed that though we need
to promote ecotourism but we
need to walk cautiously.
The next technical session
was taken up by Sh. B. Mohandas, IFS, Conservator of Forests, West Circle. He dealt with
the case study of Dera Ki Galli
Ecotourism Society which was
established in 2010. He spoke
about the process of constitution, Rules and Regulations and
functioning of the ecotourism
society. The said society consists of 12 official members and
8 non-official members in the
Governing Body. The assets of
DKG include – 3 VIP huts, 3 traditional huts, one cafeteria, one
meeting hall and one information centre along with trekking
routes, camping grounds and
view points. Various places of
interest with respect to tourism
in the vicinity are Noori Chhamb, Buni Khet and Shahdara
Sharief. Since establishment, a
total of more than 2800 tourists
have visited and stayed at DKG
thereby generating a revenue
of more than 10 lakh. He also
spoke about the new initiatives
being taken for promoting ecotourism in the DKG.
The whole training programme was moderated by Sh.
Indu Sharma, Principal, Soil
Conservation Training School,
Miran Sahib.

Forest Department observes
“National Forest Martyr's Day-2021”

J

ammu and Kashmir Forest Department observed
National Forest Martyr's
Day-2021 on 11-09-2021 to
pay homage to the brave Forest Officers and officials who
laid down their lives while
protecting the Forests and
Wildlife in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and HoFF,
Dr. Mohit Gera, IFS presided
over the event and released
the revised edition of book
entitled "Green Hearts: Protecting Forests and Wildlife"
dedicated to the “Forest Martyr’s”. On the occasion, J&K
Forest Department distributed benevolence cheques
of Rs. 1.00 lakh each to the
legal heirs /family members
of Forest officials who lost
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their lives while discharging
official duty. Those Forest
officials who exhibited exemplary courage and got seriously injured while performing their duties were also
given benevolence cheques
of Rupees Twenty five thousand each on the occasion.
The department for the first
time also gave “Rewards” for
outstanding
performance
in the field of Afforestation,
Forest Protection, Training & Capacity Building and
Demarcation related works
for the year 2020-21 to the
Forest Frontline Force officials. It was also informed
that the Govt. has instituted
the “State Awards” for the
frontline forest officials for
recognizing their exemplary
work and meritorious ser-
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vices. Speaking on the occasion, the Pr. CCF &HoFF
highlighted the importance
of the day and said the National Forest Martyr’s Day is
observed to pay homage to
about 360 people of Bishnoi
community who laid down
their lives while protecting
the “Khejri” trees in “Kejrali”
village of Rajasthan on this
day in 1730. This day also
marks the supreme sacrifice
of more than 1500 forest officials across the country
for protection of forest and
wildlife. He said that the field
staff of Forest Department
face a lot of challenges while
protecting the forest wealth
from encroachers, damage
doers as well as while protecting the forests from fires
and during Human-Wildlife

conflict. He informed that
the revised updated version
of the book on “Forest Martyr’s” will help the people of
J&K and new entrants in department to appreciate the

ble legacy of keeping alive its
cherished values and rich traditions.
Mr. K. Ramesh Kumar, IFS,
CCF Jammu in his address
highlighted the difficult con-

said the Forest Department
will continue to reach out to
the families of Forest martyrs
and continue to support them
through all possible means in
future as well.

exceptional courage and the
supreme sacrifice made by
the forest officials in protecting of our forest wealth. He
also called upon all forest officials to take a pledge today
for protection of our forests
and wildlife to ensure ecological security of fragile ecosystem of Jammu and Kashmir.
Mr. Sarvesh Rai, IFS, Addl.
Pr. CCF/ CEO CAMPA, J&K in
his address while highlighting the importance of the day
said that forest memorials
are being constructed in both
Jammu and Kashmir regions
including in Forest Training schools to remember the
sacrifices of all those martyrs
who laid down their lives for
the cause of the forests. He
expressed his gratitude for the
forest martyrs who bestowed
the department with the no-

ditions under which Forest
officials work in the field. He
said forest officials face extreme challenges like hard
terrain and isolation but despite this, because of their
dedicated efforts, the forest
cover of J&K is amongst the
highest in the country.
Earlier the event commenced with the welcome
address by Sh. Irfan Ali Shah,
IFS, Conservator of Forests,
Central Circle in which he
highlighted the saga of sacrifices made by brave Forest
officers and officials while
protecting the forests with
utmost zeal and enthusiasm
especially in the last three decades. He mentioned about
the martyrdom of around 100
Forest officers and officials of
different ranks over the years
in Jammu and Kashmir. He

All the Jammu based Forest
Officers including Heads of
Department of sister wings,
Chief Conservator of Forests, Conservator of Forests,
DFO’s, Range Officers and
frontline staff of forest department, personnel of Forest Protection Force attended
the emotive event and paid
rich tributes to the “Forest
martyr’s”. On the occasion, a
two minutes silence was also
observed to pay homage to
“Forest Martyr’s”. Plantation
of 81 number of saplings was
jointly carried out by forest
officers/officials and families
of “Forest Martyr’s”, symbolising supreme sacrifices
of 81 documented “Forest
Martyr’s”. In the end, vote of
thanks was presented by Sh.
Samuel Changkija, IFS, CCF
East Circle.
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J&K Forest Department observes Ozone Day 2021

J

ammu and Kashmir Forest Department organized a One Day Technical Webinar on 16-09-2021
and observed “International
Ozone Day - 2021” in which
various Resource persons
and Senior officers of the
Forest and sister wings of the
Forest Department spoke
in detail on the significance
of Ozone Day. The theme of
this year is "Montreal Protocol - Keeping us, our food
and vaccines cool".
Sh. Sanjeev Verma, IAS,
Commissioner/Secretary to
the Government, Department of Forests, Ecology and
Environment, J&K in his address praised the efforts of
the J&K Forest Department
in preserving the forests environment. He directed for
planning and projection for
next five years in the area of
afforestation, Reforestation,
Soil and Water Conservation,
fencing of vulnerable areas
with focus on water bodies especially inside forest areas for
enhancing the contribution
of forest sector in reducing
Ozone Depleting Substances
(ODS). He called for creation
of water reservoirs/big ponds
in Kandi areas of the UT which
will benefit both humans and
wildlife. He said that since we
are the species who is responsible for destruction of the
naturally available protective
layer of earth, we are also endowed with the responsibility
of healing this protective layer so that our existence is not
threatened. The Forest Department through its massive
afforestation and reforesta-
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tion programmes including
its flagship greening effort of
“Green J&K Drive” is a step
forward towards sequestering the Carbon, thereby immensely contributing towards
slowing down the adverse effects of climate change.
Dr. Mohit Gera, IFS, PCCF
(HoFF), J&K Forest Department while speaking on the
occasion said that since our
existence depends on the
quality of atmosphere we are
living in, we are entrusted
with responsibility of protecting, conserving and improving the atmosphere. Since, the
Ozone layer is responsible for
the absorption and reflection
of UV radiations of the sun
back to space, the existence
of all the living beings on the
earth depends on the health
of this Ozone layer. Realizing
its significance, the United
Nations started making efforts
in the form of conferences,
agreements and protocols so
that the emission of substances responsible for depletion
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of Ozone layer are reduced
in a phased and time bound
manner. He elaborated the
role of forest department in
maintaining and improving
the health of the environment
in general. One of the components of Climate change
is emission of Carbon which
can be sequestered naturally
in forests. He informed that
since we are the custodians
of a healthy forest, we have a
greater and responsible role
in improving its health. We
need to focus on increasing
the pace of plantations and
rehabilitation of degraded
forests in the Union Territory
so that the rate of Carbon sequestration is increased and
the health of the environment
is improved. He highlighted
the linkage between afforestation works and GHG emission
reductions. He also stressed
on Urban Forestry, Watershed
Management Approaches and
the trade-off between forest
and other sectors viz. financial
investments. He also spoke

about Peri-urban areas and
need for having an enabling
technological, legal and policy
regime as regards Farm forestry initiatives and wood exports. A case study from Costa
Rica siting role of payment for
Ecosystem services to people
was also discussed by him in
which he highlighted the role
of forest sector in augmenting
income of people.
Sh. Roshan Jaggi, IFS,
PCCF, Director, Social Forestry, J&K spoke on “Campaign
for Ozone Friendly Products”.
He spoke in detail about the
increased use of equipments
and machinery in the modern lifestyle both in industries
and by the consumers around
the globe which are chiefly responsible for release of ODSs
in the atmosphere which need
to be checked. He said that
we, as a human being should
be more aware of the products
which harm the environment
and in turn, threaten our existence and should take every
possible step to minimise the
use of such products for which
we have to adopt more use
of eco-friendly substances.
He talked about eco-friendly technologies and need for
investments and incentives
in this sector.The concept of
Eco-marks, eco-labelling, Star
ratings was also discussed by
him in his address.
Sh. Sarvesh Rai, IFS, APCCF & CEO CAMPA, J&K spoke
on “Forests and Ozone layer:
Securing clean future”. He
said that Forests are the living
store house of the atmospheric carbon and provides the
humanity with many tangible & intangible benefits, the
greatest being water, oxygen
and soil health. The Forest
Department has a greater role

Forest Department Newsletter

to play by way of increasing
the rate of Carbon-sequestration by planting more trees
and by bringing more areas
under plantations and the
Forest Department is working in this direction at an accelerated pace. He desired for
creation of wealth opportunities for people first so that
they are able to switch over to
eco-friendly technologies. He
also called for evaluating role
of forests of J&K in delivering
ecological services to people.
Sh. S K Gupta, IFS, PCCF,
Chief Wildlife Warden J&K,
spoke on Montreal Protocol
on Substances that Deplete
Ozone which was signed in
1987 and it was designed to
stop the production and import of Ozone depleting substances and reduce their concentration in the atmosphere
to help protect the Earth’s
Ozone Layer. He said that 16th
September is the International Day for preservation of the
Ozone Layer and it is basically the anniversary of the day
the Montreal protocol came
into effect. He also spoke at
length on the strengthening of
this protocol through various
amendments from time to
time and subsequent change
in phasing out regime of ODS.
He stressed that Rwanda
Amendment of 2016 is a path
breaking amendment wherein 80 percent reduction target
has been agreed upon to be
achieved by the year 2040.
Dr. T S Ashok Kumar, IFS,
APCCF, Director, Soil & Water
Conservation J&K spoke on
the theme of Ozone-day viz.
Montreal protocol. He said
that the Montreal protocol
is the most successful environmental agreements of all
times and has been playing a
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designer role in designing a
clean environment for the future generations. This year’s
theme has been aptly crafted
to spread awareness among
the global consumers about
the pace of depletion of the
ozone layer and to search and
implement solutions to preserve it. He spoke about cooling regime viz our own homes
and work places, our food
sector and the vaccines. He
talked at length about Covid
Vaccine, Ebola Vaccine and
other animal-based vaccines
which require low temperature maintenance and hence
the cooling systems involved
release ODS in the process.
He also informed about the
availability of digital knowledge and information regarding refrigerants and refrigerators. He said different tools
are now in place to create
awareness about Ozone layer
depletion.
Earlier the programme
started with the welcome address by Sh. Sandeep Kujur,
IFS, APCCF, Working Plan
Research & Training, J&K in
which he presented the formal welcome to the resource
persons & speakers as well as
to more than 200 participating Forest officers and officials from 100 different locations across the UT of J&K.
The concluding session
was taken up by Sh. Irfan Ali
Shah, IFS Conservator of Forests, Working Plan, Research
and Trainings wherein he
summated the proceedings of
the whole day and conducted as well as concluded the
program. The formal vote of
thanks was delivered by Sh.
Indu Sharma, SFS, Principal
Soil Conservation Trainings
School, Miran Sahib, Jammu.

Shri Bhupender Yadav, Hon’ble Union Minister for
Environment, Forest & Climate Change and Labour and
Employment, Govt of India - inaugurates Workshop on
‘Forests, Biodiversity & Climate Change’

A

s part of the Union
Government’s
outreach
programme,
Hon’ble Union Minister for
Environment, Forest & Climate Change and Labour
and Employment during his
visit to Srinagar on 07-102021 inaugurated workshop
on ‘Forests, Biodiversity &
Climate Change’ organized
by the Forest Department,
Environment
Department
and Biodiversity Council
Jammu and Kashmir in collaboration with knowledge
partners of Kashmir University and Islamic University.
The workshop focused on the
need for securing the forests
and biodiversity of Jammu
and Kashmir considering
Climate Change. Hon’ble
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Minister also inspected the
exhibition organized by Forest and Sister Departments to
show case the natural wealth
of Jammu and Kashmir in
terms of Non-timber forest
products, medicinal plants,
unique wildlife & biodiversity
of Jammu and Kashmir.
The Hon’ble Minister visited all the stalls in the exhibition and appreciated the
efforts of the Forest and the
Sister Departments, Wildlife
protection related NGOs and
other participants from Academia and Research Institutes. The Hon’ble Minister
also encouraged the young
volunteers of the NGOs as
well as the researchers to actively work towards finding
innovative solutions to pro-

tect the unique biodiversity
of Jammu and Kashmir. The
Hon’ble Minster also planted
a Chinar sapling in the lawn
of SKICC Srinagar and appreciated the Chinar being the
tree of the UT as well as identity of Kashmir. He very keenly gone through the booklet
on Chinar written by Forest
Department.
While inaugurating the
workshop, the Hon’ble Minister also released a compendium on “Foresters Training
Course” as well as brochure
on “Protection and Conservation of Water Bodies: Use
of Bio-Fencing and Catchment Area Treatment” developed by Forest Department.
The Hon’ble Minister also
released short film on front

line staff namely, “Jungle Ke
Rakhwale” which shows the
challenges faced by the Front
line forest staff and depict
their hard duties and sacrifices. While delivering the inaugural address, the Hon’ble
Minister appreciated the

constituting the Biodiversity
Management Committees
and linking them with the
Village Panchayats. He also
informed that during the
recent meeting of National
Wildlife Board, the Ministry of Environment Forest &

role of Forest and Sister Departments and advised them
to involve the last person in
delivering the mechanism so
that the participation of the
most deprived is ensured for
the success of forests, wildlife & biodiversity conservation. He lauded the efforts
of the Forest Department for

Climate Change cleared all
the 08 road projects linking
the remote villages in Jammu and Kashmir. He also
apprised on the sanctioning
of Rs 200 Cr under CAMPA
for J&K for the current year.
He expressed his concern
on ensuring nature conservation and advocated the
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involvement of people, and
also with the involvement
of forest dwelling schedule
tribes. He also informed that
the Ministry of Environment
Forest & Climate Change is
working on getting the international recognition for
14 Tiger Reserves and sacrifices of Forest personnel in
conservation of tiger shall
also be recognized. He also
lauded the efforts of Forest
Department for taking initiates towards strengthening
the frontline forest force,
and also appreciated the film
“Jungle Ke Rakhwale” focusing on their sacrifices.
While referring to the workshop on Forests, Biodiversity and Climate Change, the
Hon’ble Minister highlighted
the achievements of India in
achieving towards meeting
her Nationally Determined
Contributions, achievements
in International Solar Alliance as well as in renewable
energy. He also highlighted
the National Hydrogen Mission launched by Hon’ble PM
for substantially increasing
the scope of alternative energy. He advised distinguished
delegates of the workshop,
experts as well as participants
from Research Institutes and
the field to work towards innovative solutions so that the
balance between development and conservation is always maintained.
After the inaugural session
of the workshop, the Hon’ble
Minister chaired the meeting
of Senior Forest Officers and
was apprised on the new initiatives of the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir in Forest and Environment sector
for sustainable development.

Poplar Commission holds first meeting

T

he “Poplar Commission”
constituted recently by
the Government held its
first meeting on 16-10-2021 at
Forest Complex Sheikh Bagh
under the chairmanship of
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (HoFF), Dr. Mohit
Gera, IFS. The Commission has
been constituted to advise on
introduction, cultivation, utilization and regulation of poplars as well as for formulation
of policy on Poplar cultivation
in J&K. The first of its kind in
the country, the Commission is
Chaired by PCCF and Head of
Forest Force and members and
experts drawn from Forest Department, Social Forestry Department, SKUAST and allied
fields including representatives
from Wood Based Industry,
poplar growing farmers and
nursery growers.
Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Mohit Gera, Chairman informed that as the Poplar cultivation is well suited to the
climate and ecology of Jammu
and Kashmir, there is a huge
potential of increasing the
scale of its planting and utilization. He also informed on the
import of wood to the tune of
500 Cr in J&K and promotion of
Wood Based Industry can substitute for this import as well
as value added products could
be made for export from J&K.
This will create employment
opportunities and enhance the
GDP of the UT of J&K. Growing of wood and making of
wood-based products is being
promoted all across the world
as wood is seen as carbon
neutral and environmentally
friendly option compared to
other materials like steel and
cement. J&K is well placed to
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promote more production of
wood as well use of more wood
for sustainable development.
This will also help the country
in Climate Change mitigation
and meeting of sustainable development goals.
The Commission focused on
important issues on improving
the quality of planting stock of
Poplar, cultivation techniques,
improving new fast-growing
varieties, varied requirement
of the industry as well as the
problems being faced by the
farmers, nursery growers in
cultivation as well as issues on
marketing of Polar wood. Different committees were constituted to recommend plan of
action on Introduction, Cultivation, and utilization of Poplar by the Commission. The
important issue of regulation
of nurseries and production of
only male poplar clones was
also discussed, and roadmap
drawn in this regard. The commission was unanimous on
the need for creation of mass
awareness for all the stakeholders especially the farmers
and nursery growers on latest fast-growing varieties and
cultivation and management
techniques of growing poplars
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so that quality wood is produced in minimum time for
better returns
The meeting was attended by Sh. Roshan Jaggi, IFS
pccf/Director
Department
of Social Forestry J and K, Dr
Tariq Masoodi, Dean Forestry,
SKUAST, Kashmir, Sh Ramesh
Kumar, IFS Chief Conservator
of Forests, Jammu, Mr. Maraj
-Ud -din Malik, SFS, Regional
Director Social Forestry, Kmr.
Dr Harpreet Kour, SFS, Special
Secretary (Technical), Forest,
Ecology & Environment Department, Dr. Tariq representing Director, Forest Research
Institute, J&K , Dr Samant, Director, Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla Dr.
R.C. Dhiman, Expert.
General Secretary, South
Kashmir Wood Supplies Union,
President, Pencil Slats/ Block
Manufacturing
Association,
Kashmir, Ms. Aasifa Padroo,
Addl. Advocate General, J&K
High Court, Srinagar (Legal
Expert), Mr. Nadeem Qadri,
NGO, Environment Lawyer,
Representatives from Farmers/
Nursery Growers Associated
with cultivation/production of
Poplar (representing South and
North Kashmir).

Training programme on PBRs and Biodiversity
Conservation organized for Rehber-e -Janglaat officials

J

&K Biodiversity Council in
collaboration with J&K Forest Department organized a
One Day Training Program on
People's Biodiversity Registers
for Rehber-e -Janglaat officials
at Forest Headquarters, Srinagar on 02-11-2021.
During the programme,
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (HoFF), Dr. Mohit Gera,
IFS addressed the ReJs through
online mode in which he spoke
about the achievements made
till now wrt PBR documentation and updation process and
highlighted the role of BMCs.
He impressed upon ReJs to
work with full zeal and dedication wrt PBR updation.
Earlier the programme started with an address by Sh Asaf
Mehmood, IFS,APCCF/ Director JK Forest Research Institute
and Member Secretary ,J&K
Biodiversity Council in which
he talked about conservation
of biodiversity, it's sustainable
use and also fair and equitable
distribution of benefits arising
out of the use of these genetic
resources. He impressed upon
ReJs to go beyond the call of the
duty and to contribute meaningfully for the development of
updated PBRs.
It followed by address by
Sh T Rabi Kumar, IFS, APCCF
Kashmir and Former Secretary
National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai who stressed on
importance of conservation of
gene pools of different species of
fruits ,rice varieties, vegetables
and stressed on conservation
of agro-biodiversity. He also directed for more interaction with

Forest Department Newsletter

BMCs in the field during the updation work by ReJs.
The main presentation on
PBR guidelines was made by Sh
Parvez Shagoo of J&K Biodiversity Council, who dealt indepth
about different aspects of PBR
formats, validation process. He
also explained PBR Guidelines
issued by National Biodiversity
Authority to the ReJs.
DFO Research Sh Latief Ahmad also responded to many
queries of ReJs during the doubt
clearing session and focused on
recording of values of biodiversity in PBR Registers.
The entire program was conducted by Sh Irfan Ali Shah,IFS,
Conservator of Forests, Working Plan, Research and Trainings, J&K Forest Department
who spoke about importance
of Biodiversity, different protocols and International agreements between parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and legally binding Instruments.
This was followed by one day
training programme on Biodiversity Conservation for ReJs of
Forest Department organized
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by at Forest Information Centre, Bikram Chowk Jammu on
13-11-2021. PCCF (HoFF), J&K
Forest Department, Dr. Mohit
Gera,IFS on his address to Rehbar-e-Janglat spoke about the
achievements made till date
on documentation and up-dation process of biodiversity in
Jammu & Kashmir to ensure
its conservation and sustainable utilization. He also highlighted the role of BMCs in
Biodiversity Conservation. He
impressed upon Rehbar-e-Janglat to work with full zeal and
dedication and get associated
with the updation of People
Biodiversity Registers which
is the register for biodiversity
within the jurisdiction of BMC,
which is a statutory authority.
He also impressed upon to create a massive awareness at the
grass root level with respect to
Biodiversity Conservation and
its Sustainable Utilization. He
also informed on various initiatives of Forest Department on
active involvement of BMCs in
sustainable collection and utilization of Non-Timber Forest
Produces (NTFP).

“Celebrating Rivers of India” event observed by J&K
Forest Department.

I

n order to commemorate
the 75 years of India’s independence under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav” programme,
Forest Department of Jammu
and Kashmir (UT) organized
various events under the theme
“Celebrating Rivers of India” to
ensure maximum public outreach through Jan- Bhagidari
(People’s participation) in celebrating the importance of Tawi
and Devika Rivers of Jammu region in Jammu and Udhampur
Forest Division . Afforestation
drive, Nature Walk and painting
competitions were conducted
to emphasize the role of rivers
and significance of Forests in
preserving the river ecosystem
and hydrological security with
active participation of school
children, local people involving
Urban Local bodies and Panchayati Raj institutions.
In Jammu Forest Division
Afforestation drive was carried
out on 21-12-2021 at the bank
of river Tawi in village Dawara
in which the Commissioner/
Secretary to the Govt. Deptt. Of
Forest, Ecology & Environment
Sh. Sanjeev Verma IAS , Dr. Mohit Gera IFS, Pr. CCF &HoFF
J&K and Mrs. Shama Akhter,
Corporator of ward no. 71 and
senior officers of J&K Forest
department participated and
planted Peepal saplings.
During the drive, promotion
of the Peepal & Banyan- an initiative of J&K Forest Department
also has been launched. Tall saplings of Peepal and Banyan and
other local species were planted
on the river Tawi bank by local
people and forest officials.
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Speaking on the occasion Sh.
Sanjeev Verma, Commissioner Secretary emphasized that “
The Tawi river is the soul and
life line of Jammu. Most of the
civilization in the world flourishes around the rivers and
observed that the people’s participation is very important in
the conservation of forests by
which the rivers are conserved
. He urged that the local people
and the forest department shall
work in close association for
mutual benefit of each other.
He highlighted that the forests
will not only provide clean air
and water through its ecosystem services but will also generate source of employment to
the local youth.
Dr. Mohit Gera Pr.CCF &
HoFF while addressing the
gathering said that afforestation drive is a step forward in
Forest department’s commitment towards Green J&K. He
highlighted the importance of
Forest as ‘Regulator’ for maintaining water balance in the
ecosystem as forests check the
unregulated flow of water and
slowly discharge it into the
nearby Water sources includ-
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ing rivers. While appreciating
the departments initiative in
celebrating the Tawi and Devika rivers, he urged the field staff
to work in close coordination of
local people for the conservation of forests , rivers and waterbodies for future generation.
As a part of celebrations, the
Urban Forestry Division Jammu
organized “Nature Walk” at the
bank of River Tawi in Mahamaya
city Forest wherein local public,
school children from Government Higher Secondary School
Bahe Bahu and field staff participated. The participants were
also shown the Audio- Visuals of
cultural and ecological significance of Tawi river in the ever
expanding urban landscapes
and to save Tawi River which is
the soul of Jammu.
With the aim of ensuring
maximum public outreach
through Jan Bhagidari, Plantation drive was also organized
by the Udhampur Forest Division on 21st December, 2021
at the foothills of Gangera,
catchment areas of Devika river, a tributary of River Basanter,
also called as Gupt-Ganga and
known for its religious impor-

tance and sanctity in which Shri
Lal Chand DDC Chairperson,
Udhampur, Shri Balwan Singh
Chairman BDC, Udhampur
along with DFO Udhampur and
local People participated in the
afforestation drive by planting
saplings of Banyan & Peepal.
Around 1000 saplings of various local species were planted
during the event which saw an
active participation of the general public, civil society, NGOs
etc.
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Speaking on the occasion
Shri Lal Chand DDC Chairperson, Udhampur & Shri Balwan
Singh Chairman BDC, Udhampur emphasized the religious and cultural importance
of Devika River and appealed
the public to plant more and
more trees. DFO Udhampur
informed that, as part of weeklong celebration Painting & Essay writing competitions were
organised wherein more than
200 students participated from
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various schools of Udhampur.
Nature Walk is also being organized as an awareness activity
as a part of the event.
The event was organized by
the Forest Department with a
vision to emphasis on the importance of forest ecosystem in
the general well-being of society at large and riverine ecology
in particular. The large enthusiastic participation of the civil
society made the event a grand
success.

Forest Department gets 31 trained Forest
Guards – Commissioner/ Secretary Forests chairs
Passing Out Parade.

A

Passing Out Parade of
Forest Guards of Forest
Guard Training School,
Doomi, Akhnoor was held on
24-12-2021 at Forest Guard
Training School campus. In
all, 31 trainees have passed out
successfully after completing
their entry level training course.
Commissioner/Secretary
Forests, J&K Sh. Sanjeev Verma was the Chief Guest and
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (HoFF) J&K Forest Department Dr. Mohit Gera,IFS
was the Guest of Honour at the
Passing Out Parade.
The programme started
with the inauguration of “Forest Martyrs Memorial” wherein
rich tributes were paid to the
Forest Martyrs of J&K. It was
followed by presentation of
ceremonial Guard of Honour
by contingents of Forest Protection Force, Foresters, Forest
Guard trainees & brass band of
Border Security Force. Address-
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ing the passing out trainees,
the Commissioner Secretary
emphasized on sustainable
and participatory management
of forests for future generations. He impressed upon the
frontline officers to dedicate
themselves to the protection
of valuable forests of Jammu
and Kashmir. He also called
for management of forests as
well as the Non Timber Forest
Products, firewood, fodder with
the active participation of PRIs
and people. He said that Green
India Mission will further help
in increasing the quality of forests and their extent. He also
appreciated the achievements
of ongoing “Green J&K Drive”
and campaign on ‘Har Gaon
Hariyali’ and advised to further
enhance the efforts with involving of stakeholders. He also
highlighted the multi-functional role of forests and the crucial
role of Forest frontline staff in
managing and protecting these
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forest resources.
Speaking on the occasion Pr.
Chief Conservator of Forests &
HoFF, J&K Forest Department
said that the Forest frontline
staff plays an important role in
meeting the objectives of the
J&K Forest Department and
stressed upon raising the training standards for frontline staff
due to increasing challenges
in protection of our forests.
He spoke in detail about the
challenges in the field and the
important role of forest guard
in protection of forests from
encroachment, forest damage,
forest fires and other pressures.
He called for working with PRIs
like village Panchayats and
other grass root level institutions like Biodiversity Management Committees, Joint Forest
Management Committees etc.
He also informed that Forest Department is developing
four Forester’s Memorials in
the current year, out of which

two have been completed. He
also informed that proposal of
up-gradation of Kashmir Forest Trainiing School, Chitternar
is being submitted to the Government. He also informed on
various initiatives of Forest Department in the field of training
& capacity building of frontline
staff which includes revision of
syllabus, training rules, special
modules etc. Refresher courses
for Range Officers and Training of Trainees programme for
Principals and faculty of Training Schools are also being organized. He said that JICA Plan
for up-gradation of Training
Schools and for capacity building of Forestry personnel has
already been submitted for approval and fund release to the
MoEFCC, New Delhi.
The outstanding Forest
Guards were conferred with
prizes and awards for their excellent performance in academics and extracurricular activities.
In the Academics, Sh. Amit
Kumar of Nowshera Forest Division secured Ist Position, Sh.
Angraz Singh of Batote Forest
Division secured 2nd position
and Pawan Kumar of Wildlife
Division, Rajouri secured 3rd
position.
In the extracurricular activities (endurances) Ist position
was secured by Sh. Kewal Singh
of Basohli Forest Division, 2nd
position Sh. Rajbinder Singh of
Nowshera Forest Division and
3rd position Sh. Abdul Rehman
Khan of Poonch Forest Division.
Sh. Angraz Singh of Batote
Forest Division was adjusted as
the best silvicultural whereas
overall best performer award
was bagged by Sh. Pawan Kumar of Nowshera Forest Division
Earlier, the Chief Conservator of Forests, Mr. B. Balaji delivered the welcome address.
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Principal Forest Guard Training School, Doomi Sh. Naresh
Majotra presented the course
report and declared the results
of 57th Forest Guard Training
Course.
Conservator
of
Forests,
Working Plan, Research and
Training Sh. Irfan Ali Shah presented the vote of thanks and
also conducted the programme
proceedings.
The programme among
others was attended by PCCF/
Chief Wildlife Warden, Wildlife Protection Department,
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Sh. Suresh Kumar Gupta, Chief
Executive Officer, CAMPA, Sh.
Sarvesh Rai, Managing Director, Forest Development Corporation, Sh. Vasu Yadav, Director, Forest Protection Force,
Sh. J. Frankoi, Chief Conservator of Forest, Jammu, Sh. K. Ramesh Kumar, Conservators of
Forests, Principals of Training
Schools, Miran Sahib/ Doomi,
Akhnoor, Divisional Forests
Officers of Forest Department
and Regional Wildlife Warden
& Wildlife Wardens of Wildlife
Protection Department.

Forest Department conducts One Day Training
Workshop on “Developing New Strategies for
Forest Protection”

T

he Jammu and Kashmir Forest Department organized One
Day Training Workshop on
“Developing New Strategies
for Forest Protection” for Officers of Territorial, Forest
Protection Force and Wildlife Protection Department,
at Forest Information Centre,
Bikram Chowk, Jammu on
30-12-2021.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Mohit Gera, IFS, Pr.
Chief Conservator of Forests
& HoFF, J&K Forest Department, highlighted the challenges being faced by the
department in dealing with
encroachments, forest damage and protecting the forest
land in vulnerable areas. He
highlighted the immediate
need for bringing in landmark changes in mechanism
for forest protection by increasing mobility of staff,
joint patrolling, use of technology and strengthening
of network of Forest Check
Posts and Control Rooms.
He also impressed upon the
need to improve coordination between sister wings
viz. Forest (T), Forest Protection Force and Wildlife Protection Department for real
time coordinated working
for achieving the common
goal of forest protection. He
also emphasized on setting
up of Joint Control Rooms by
pooling of resources, intelligence gathering and frequent
meetings of senior officers of
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all the three departments. He
also informed that efforts are
being taken to involve central
agencies in forest and wildlife
protection monitoring.
The PCCF & HoFF also
exhorted the officers for enhanced presence in the forests and working with local
PRIs and other grassroot level
institutions like BMCs, Gram
Sabhas and local NGOs to
strengthen the protection
efforts. He also opined that
Forest Department initiatives
like “One Beat Guard One Village Programme”, “Har Gaon
Hariyali” and working with
Biodiversity
Management
Committees shall strengthen
the relations with local people and support forest protection.
Speaking on the occasion,
Sh. Suresh Kr. Gupta, IFS,
PCCF, Chief Wildlife Warden,
J&K, expressed his concern
on dearth of staff (only about
600) in Wildlife Protection
Department and sought assistance from the Forest (Ter-
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ritorial) and Forest Protection
Force in dealing with Human
Wildlife Conflicts both within
and outside protected areas.
He emphasized that coordinated efforts are the need of
the time in tackling forest and
wildlife offences and spoke at
length for ensuring the presence of frontline staff in their
respective forest areas for
protection and well being of
the natural forests. He further opined that the frontline
staff of all the wings should
be rotated in order to break
the loopholes and the nexus,
if any, in improving the functioning of forest department.
Sh. J. Frankoi, IFS, Addl. Pr.
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Director Forest Protection
Force, J&K, while speaking on
the occasion laid emphasis on
organizing such workshops
for better coordination and
sharing of ideas among the
forest fraternity in achieving
the desired goal of protection
of forests. He said that even
after 25 years of creation, the

working of FPF is yet to be institutionalized in absence of
proper strategy in place. He
laid emphasis on shifting of
focus from Reactive to Preventive approach in dealing
with Forest Offence Cases
and put up suggestions on
coordinated working of departments.
Earlier, Sh. B. Mohandaas,
IFS, Conservator of Forests,
East Circle, in his welcome
address, welcomed the participants and highlighted the
importance of the workshop
for achieving better coordination among the sister
wings of Forest Department
by identifying issues of concern/ challenges and their
solutions.
The first technical session was taken up by Sh. K.
Ramesh Kumar, IFS, Chief
Conservator of Forests, Jammu, who dealt in detail about
all issues pertaining to encroachments, forest offences,
grazing, NTFPs, regulation of
transport of forest produce
particularly grown in the private lands and enlightened
all the officers for updating
themselves with the latest
SOs, rules, guidelines, judgements of the Apex Court and
to work in cohesion for the
well being of the local populace especially residing in the
vicinity of the forests. He also
gave a detailed account of
Jammu Forest Notice, Kashmir Forest Notice, Transit
Rules, Forest Rights Act and
Forest Conservation Act.
Second technical session
was taken by Sh. Parshotam
Lal, Staff Officer to Director
Forest Protection Force, who
spoke about the role of Forest
Protection Force in protec-
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J&K Forest Department,
highlighted the challenges
being faced by the
department in dealing with
encroachments, forest
damage and protecting the
forest land in vulnerable
areas. He highlighted the
immediate need for bringing
in landmark changes in
mechanism for forest
protection by increasing
mobility of staff, joint
patrolling, use of technology
and strengthening of
network of Forest Check
Posts and Control Rooms.

Wildlife Protection
Department sought
assistance from the Forest
(Territorial) and Forest
Protection Force in dealing
with Human Wildlife
Conflicts both within and
outside protected areas.

Coordinated efforts are the
need of the time in tackling
forest and wildlife offences
and spoke at length for
ensuring the presence
of frontline staff in their
respective forest areas for
protection and well being of
the natural forests.
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tion of forests in detail before
and after issuance of SO 75
and emphasized that the role
of FPF must be taken in right
spirit by way of institutionalizing their services in the best
interest of forest protection.
Third technical session
was taken up by Sh. Anil Atri,
SFS, Wildlife Warden, Jammu,
who highlighted the challenges being faced by the Wildlife
Department in dealing with
Human Wildlife Conflict Situations. He emphasized that
Forest (T) and Forest Protection Force may provide assistance in dealing with Human
Wildlife Conflicts.
After the technical sessions, three groups were
created with the officers of
Forest (Territorial), Forest
Protection Force and Wildlife Protection Department.
These groups deliberated
threadbare on – (1) Protection Against Encroachment
and Illicit Damage, (2) Regulatory Mechanism for Timber species, Khair, MFP and
Other Forest Produce and (3)
Forest Fire, Grazing, Human
Wildlife Conflict, Vandalism
and Other aspects of Forest
Protection. The groups, later in the evening presented
before the Chair (Dr. Mohit
Gera, IFS, PCCF & HoFF, J&K)
and Co-Chairs (Sh. Suresh
Gupta, IFS, PCCF, Chief Wildlife Warden, J&K and Sh. J.
Frankoi, IFS, APCCF, Director
Forest Protection Force, J&K)
,their suggestions on possible
solutions of these challenges
being faced on protection.
The whole Training Workshop was coordinated by Sh.
Indu Sharma, SFS, Principal
Soil Conservation Training
School, Miran Sahib.

Firewood distribution from PC Depot
Manzoor Ahmad
Divisional Forest Officer, Planning and
Publicity Division, Srinagar

S

o far as Kashmir is concerned, due to harsh winter
the life was solely dependent on forests particularly in
respect of timber and firewood
and there was a huge pressure
on forest vegetation. The Forest
Department took the challenge
and successfully came up with
the expectations of the general
masses. The temporary depots
were established at every knock
and corner (Mohalla-wise) of
the valley and all sorts of forest
produce was made available at
the door steps of the dwellers
at subsidized rates. With the
advancement of technology,
the life became easy and constantly the demand reduced
and hence less dependence on
forests. With passage of time,
the latest/ alternate methods
were adopted in construction,
cooking and healthcare. Despite advancement of technology, some forms and traditional methods continued to exist
in Kashmir like Hamams in
Mosques for heating purpose,
Khatambandh & Paper Machie
etc for which timber / firewood
is required. In view of the demands the Govt. established
Depots at designated places at
all District Headquarters.
In Srinagar 5 kms away
from Lal Chowk City Centre,
the existing Depot known as
PC Depot was developed and
equipped with the latest facility
and infrastructure. The requirement of timber for Srinagar City
is met by this Depot supervised
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by State Forest Corporation
and the firewood distribution
to the City for various purposes
supervised by Forest Department. About sixty to seventy
thousand quintals (approx) of
firewood is supplied annually to meet the demands of the
City under various components
viz Masjid supply for Hamams
during winter, Shamshan Ghats
for cremation, Gurdawars, religious functions like Muharram
etc. artisans of paper machie
and Khatambandh. Besides the
firewood is also supplied to the
cold desert of Kargil and Leh
from this Depot. Similarly same
procedure is adopted in other
Districts of Kashmir Region as
per their requirement.
Since the issue being sensitive
as it is related with hardships
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of general public during harsh
winter when everything comes
at halt due to the inclement
weather conditions of the valley. Therefore, the preparations
are made at the very beginning
of the financial year and stocks
are dispatched from all Territorial Forest Divisions to the reserve
PC Depot. The operations are
monitored by the higher authorities on regular basis to ensure
the successful accomplishment
of the job and to achieve the targets well in time. So far as this
year (2021-22) is concerned the
firewood was distributed among
the 1411 Mosques of Srinagar
City. Till December 2021, 45430
qtls of firewood was distributed
to the Mosques and other beneficiary agencies of Srinagar City
including Leh and Kargil.

Issue of Cotton from female Poplars;
Myths, Facts and Remedial Measures.
Maraj-ud -din Malik DCF

P.ciliata(Jungli Fras):

Regional Director Social Forestry
Kashmir

This species is distributed from Kashmir to
Arunachal Pradesh at an altitude of 1300-3000 mt. This
is the most widespread species of native poplars, Trees
usually occur on the banks
of water courses.

Introduction
Populus Spp. Or Poplar(Vernacular: Fras: Safeeda) is a genus of 44 species
of deciduous flowering plant
in the family Salicaceae. It is
a deciduous species having
separate male and female
trees. These are widely distributed in the temperate
and sub-tropical regions of
the Northern Hemisphere.
Six indigenous species of
Poplars Viz., Populus Ciliata,
Populus alba, P.euphratica,
P.gamblii,
P.jacquemontii
and P.rotundifolia are reported in India. In recent
years their cultivation has
extended to Punjab, Haryana, Himachal, UP and West
Bengal. Poplars are grown all
over Jammu and Kashmir. A
study on trees outside forests
by Forest Survey of India reveals that poplars are one of
the ten most prominent tree
species grown in J&K with an
approximate population of
15.22 million of different dia
classes with a total estimated
volume of 5.29 million cubic
meters. In Kashmir region
Populus is a bewildering genus with ancient history of
traditional cultivation.

P.euphratica :

Economic Importance or
Benefits of poplars:
1.

It occurs in Ladakh region and
extends to Punjab and Sindh
(Pakistan), Tibet, Afghanistan,
Iran, Iraq and Turkey.
P.alba (White poplar):
It occurs in Kannaur, Himachal Pradesh and parts of
Kashmir and Ladakh.
Exotic Species:
P.deltoides (Russi Fras):
2.
This is the most widely planted species of poplar in India.
P.nigra (Black poplar):
This occurs in avenue plantations in the Kashmir valley.
Among the two exotic
species while P.nigera was
reportedly introduced as
avenue tree around four
centuries ago and P.deltoides was introduced by Department of Social Forestry
during the year 1984. According to FSI report that
around 90% of the volume
realized from Poplars is obtained from the plantation
of various clones of Popu-

Indigenous species :
Indigenous species of
poplars occurring in Jammu
and Kashmir are discussed
as under:
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lus deltoides . Locally misquoted as “Rousee Fras”
(Russian Popular) though
native to North America, a
major portion of the plants
of P.deltoides in Kashmir
are female cultivars.
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3.

4.

Poplars have been
highly adopted by
farmers in agro-forestry system in J&K especially Poplus deltoides.
They serve as backbone of farm economy
in J&K in general and
Kashmir valley in particular and have transformed the landscape
by way of extension
of green cover outside
forest and helped reduce the pressure of
forest for timber.
The timber from this
species sustains fruit
industry by meeting
around 40% of 8 to
10 lakh fruit boxes
required per annum
for exporting the fruit
from Kashmir Valley
saving about 3.00 Lac
Cfts of valuable conifer timber annually.
It is used as a timber
for trusses and roofs as
well as used in veneer
industry and for other
construction purposes, construction and
making of packing
crates match industry.
Fast growing with 2035 CUM/ha/yr.

Ecological importance.
4.

1. Carbon sequestration.
2. Phytoremediation.
3. Extension of green cover by way of avenue
plantation as well as
through Agroforestry.
4. Improvement in soil
organic matter without
any allelopathic effect.
5. In Kerewas poplars are
grown as boundary
plantation to prevent
soil erosion.

Problem Of Flying Cotton
From Populus In Kashmir
Valley And Some Remedial
Measures
The Poplars were introduced in J&K in large scale in
1980’s, meet 80% demand of
fruit boxes and 14-15% of raw
material for veneer/ply board

Facts about Poplars
Poplars are fast growing deciduous trees. Poplus deltoides
locally called Russi Fras is the
most commonly grown of Poplars in agroforestry. Poplars
are deciduous species having separate male and female
trees. They have inflorescence
in the form of catkins. Catkins
of Male poplars are typically smaller and reddish purple
in colour. Catkins of female
Poplars are significantly larger
and greenish in appearance.
Female Poplars produce seed
enveloped in cottony tufts for
dispersal by wind.

•

2.
•

3.

MALE CATKIN

FEMALE CATKIN

industry. The exotic species
of Poplars adapted well to the
local climate with a temperature range of -100C to 380C.
There is sexual dimorphism as male and female
sexes occur on separate
trees. The flowers appear in
Spring season when trees
are still leafless. The Poplars are wind pollinated and
fruits ripen from ending May
to early June. Ripe fruits release small seeds which have
a mass of long, silky hair to
aid their dehiscence by wind.
Seed production in Poplars
starts when the trees are 5-10
years old, increasing rapidly
in amount as the trees become older and larger. Annual seed production estimate
of a single open-grown tree
have been estimated as high

Myth: The cotton produced by Poplars is
Pollen
Fact: The cottony tufts
are appendages of
seeds essential for their
dispersal
Myth: Only Populus
deltoides
produces
cottony seeds.
Fact: Female trees of all
Poplars, indigenous as
well as exotic produce
cottony tufts.
MYTH:
Allergy
is
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as 48 million seeds. The Poplars introduced in J&K were
propagated
vegetatively,
multiplying the clones of the
same type. Large scale propagation of female clones start
producing seeds accompanied with flying cotton.
REMEDIAL MEASURES
There is no authentic research from any expert from
the field of forestry or any
medical report who has so
far revealed that cotton from
female poplars or pollen from

MALE & FEMALE POPLARS ON THE
BASIS OF CATKINS

Myths about Poplars
1.

caused due to cottony
tufts of poplars
Fact: Allergy is caused
due to pollen of other
tree species which may be
trapped in these tufts also.
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DEHISCING POPLAR SEEDS ENVELOPED
IN COTTONY TUFT

male Poplars is responsible for
any allergy or health issue. The
problem of flying cotton can
be tackled through systematic
research and adopting short
and long term measures.
A. Short term measures
1. PUBLIC AWARENESS:It
is very important to make
people aware that cotton
seeds of Female poplars
do not induce any allergic conditions in humans.
However, it could be a carrier of some of the pollen
and fungal infections that
cause allergic reactions.
However, people already
suffering from allergies
of pollen etc. face complications. An awareness
campaign and set of pre-

cautionary measures can
be given especially by the
Health and Forest Departments during the seeding
period. Distribution of
pamphlets/ brochures will
help a lot.
2. Precautionary measures:
During the month of
April-May female poplars
produce cotton which in
itself is not allergic, but it
could be a carrier to a large
number of pollen grains,
which could be allergic
and are produced by other
trees like walnut, Rubinia,
Ash etc. People sensitive
to seed pollen allergies
should use mask when exposed to the cotton during
the month of April-May
(generally for 15-30 days)
when seeds are shed.
They should avoid going
to places where there are
poplar trees growing on
mass scale.
3. Lopping of Female Poplar
Trees: The upper branches of the trees produce
more seeds and therefore
more cotton than the lower
branches, so lopping could
help in minimizing the dehiscence quantum. It is believed that 50% lopping of
branches can reduce 80%
cotton production. Poplar
growing govt. departments,
Farmers and other growers may be advised to cut
down the upper and middle
branches before fruit formation during the month of
February and March.
4. Controlled destruction
of cottony tufts: The
cotton dehiscence from
female poplars can also
become a fire hazard, due
to its highly inflammable
nature. The cotton tufts

may be collected and
destroyed by burning or
burying under controlled
conditions, so that it does
not spread and become
a fire hazard. The areas
around habitations and
agriculture fields need to
be kept clean.
5. Phasing out of female
Poplars: Mass plantation
of female poplar trees within the urban areas/ habitations is the real problem.
Identifying female poplars after proper survey in
the month of March-April
when they start flowering
and subsequently removal of the female trees in
a phased manner over a
period of time will help to
curb this menace. Once
again it is reiterated that
proper monitoring is essential till the trees become reproductive.
6. Identification of male
poplars: During the survey process male poplars
should be identified and
marked when male catkins are visible. The male
poplars can be used for
taking the cuttings for
vegetatively growing the
male poplars.
B. LONG TERM MEASURES
1. Mass plantation of male
poplar clones: The problem can be redressed by
planting only male poplar clones for plantation
purposes. Improved male
clones of poplar suitable
to the local conditions
can be identified for future plantations.
2. Establishment of identified germ plasm banks:
Establishment of germ
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plasm of identified male/
female clones and their
mass multiplication will
allow farmers and growers to maintain clonal
identity. Identified Elite
cotton free male or less
cotton producing germ
plasm will lead to more
efficient economic and
environmental gains.
3. Bio-technological studies:
Bio-technological
studies may also be carried out to develop genetic markers to identify and
functionally characterize
male and female cultivars
in early stages in order to
eradicate the flying cotton
menace. This will help in
production of identified
germ plasm banks or production nurseries with
respect to their sex and
clonal details.
4. Release of right sex mixing
ratio of poplars: The Forest Department especially Social forestry Department after identification
and verification of male
and female trees should
release appropriate ratio
of poplars while going for
mass cultivation and distribution of plants to the
farmers and growers.
5. Registration of Private
nurseries:
The private
nurseries that are involved in the production
of the poplar seedlings
be got registered with the
Social Forestry Department that would check
or provide them certified
planting material for multiplication and ultimately
distribution to the people. The process has already been started by Social Forestry Department.

WALNUT VAN-Community Forestry Initiative
Irfan Rasool Wani,IFS
Conservator of Forests,
Kashmir North Circle

A

Walnut Van is a walnut
plantation established
near forest boundary
with the involvement of local
Village Forest Committee or
Self Help Group. The plantation is raised by Forest Department and then handed over to
local VFC for protection and
maintenance purpose. The
objective of Walnut Van plantation is to generate livelihood
for local community and to
increase the forest cover. The
aim of this model of forest
management is to encourage
participatory method of working between forest department
and forest fringe local communities and to create partnership in protection and management of forestry assets.
North Circle (Kashmir) has
taken initiative of developing Walnut Vans in damage
prone forest blocks of Kashmir and first such plantation
has been successfully established in Rafiabad Range of
Langate Forest Division. The
Rafiabad Range has shown
high vulnerability factor over
the years with respect to forest damages because of its
unique geographical location
and presence of extensive
network of roadways. In the
past, many incidents of forest
damages have been reported
from this range. Therefore,
in order to mitigate forest
damages and involve public
in forest protection, the proj-
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ect of Walnut Van plantation
has been conceived and undertaken under participatory
method of working in Balha-

ma block of Rafiabad Range
on pilot basis.
The forest department
during the year 2019-20 has
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raised a walnut plantation of
450 plants over an area of 3
hectares in Co. 42/Rfd. A womens SHG has been constituted
in Kutronaribal Panchayat
Halqa consisting of 8 families
and they were assigned the
job of protection and maintenance of plantation under an
agreement to freely harvest
the mature walnut fruit. The
closure is fully established
now and the said unit is likely
to start fruit yield in next few
years. Further under an extension programme, an area of 10
hectares has been proposed
for raising of Walnut Van in
Balhama Block in Co.42/Rfd
during the current year 202122. Some 4000 plants will be
planted in the current year
and all families of Kutronaribal Panchayat Halqa will be
covered. The same model
is now being replicated and
implemented in other forest
ranges and projects have already been proposed in CAMPA APO- 2022-23.
The production of Walnuts
is on decline in Kashmir as
people cut these trees on their
private land for construction
purposes and planting apple
trees. Walnut fruits, locally
known as Doon in Kashmir
are organic food as there is no
need of fertilizers and chemicals for its cultivation.There
is huge demand of Kashmiri walnuts both in domestic
and in international market.
The partnership model of forest management as detailed
above is expected to enhance
income of forest fringe communities by supporting their
livelihood activities. It will
also help in conservation and
protection of forest resources
at the same time.

Hybrid Fencing:
Scope to bonus the conservation efforts
Imtiyaz Ahmad Lone, DCF

Joint Director Kashmir
Soil and Water Conservation
Department Hafft Chinar Srinagar

Introduction

F

orest department has
been using various
fencing models, as
means of protection to the
plantations.
Departments
have been fundamentally
taking either the Angle Iron
Fencing or wooden fencing
for this purpose .But, the activity, though crucial, eats up
sizable part of budget due to
enormous cost and in that
way telling upon the scope
for the increased plantation efforts. Government advised the Department to reduce the cost of fencing with
corresponding increase in
the plantation area against
saving. The prevailing cost
against material and labour
in the fencing operations
was a big challenge before
the authority, working on
the cost reduction in the existing fencing model.
Number of proposals were
worked upon to arrive at
some reasonable and viable
option of fencing design with
substantial reduction in the
cost and wide applicability in
the relevant forestry activity.
But no workable and impressive cost reduction option
could be arrived at during
several meetings with stake
holders. Later, the author
proposed a design as Hybrid
(Design enclosed as annexure-A) between angle Iron
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Design of Hybrid Fencing Model
and wooden fencing models existing in the schedule. Its
design and exact layout along
with cost and subsequent
benefits have been explained
here. Hybrid model explains
an idea of introducing 3
(Three) wooden fence post of
standard specifications after
an angle iron post (50x50x6mm) of 6-5”. The wooden
post to be fixed in dry pit size
of 45cm3, while Angle Iron
posts in cement concrete
block of same pit size in 1: 3: 6
Material and method
In the available fencing
model no. (B) of Forest Schedule of Rates 2009-10 (Amended upto 2017) the Angle Iron
posts 50x50x6mm of 6’-5”
long is fixed with 6 strands of
Black Annelled B.B Wire .This
fencing model was taken as
base model supported by another model using Wooden

fence posts discussed here for
designing a Hybrid fencing
model by way of innovation.
The specification of material for angle iron and barbed
wire remained unchanged for
Hybrid model.
Wooden fencing model
available in the Forest Schedule of Rates (FSR) and applied in the forestry practice
is based on using wooden
fence posts of 7ft long with
minimum mid girth 8” fixed
with four(4) strands Black
annelled Barbed Wire. Both,
these models were examined, for designing a new
model, named as Hybrid
Model, primarily to reduce
the material and layout costs.
While evaluating the material proposed and subsequent
benefit, this proposed HYBRID model was assured to
reduce the cost by an average of 30.34% (Details given
in the results).

Table:-I

No of angle iron posts & wooden fence posts required for mixed
fence line (MFL) of 1500 rft
Hybrid or Mixed fencing line model: 25:75
(Angle Iron...8rft...Wooden...8rft....Wooden...8rft....Wooden..8rft....)
S.No

Description

Material involved

Remarks

Material for one segment & subsequently for No of segments of fence line length of
1500 rft
1

For 32 rft mixed fence line (MFL)

1 Angle Iron fence post

2

For 1 rft of MFL

1/32 or (0.03125) Angle Iron Posts

3

For 1500 rft MFL

0.03125 x1500 = 46.87 say 47

4

Therefore actual number of posts for 1500 rft

47

5

Total segments of MFL in the ratio of (25:75)

47 with each segment is of 32 rft
long @ 8 c/c as given above

Table:-II
Total Fence Posts required for MFL of 1500 rft
S. No

Description

Material involved Remarks

1

Fence post (Angle Iron/Wooden) for fence line of 1500 rft

188

2

Breakup

2.i

Fence post (Angle Iron) from mix fence line (MFL)

47

2.ii

Fence post (Wooden) from mix fence line (MFL)

141

Results and conclusion
The proposal was prepared for a fence line of 3000
rft . 50% (1500 rft) of the fencing using Angle Iron post
(50x50x6mm) of 6’-5’’ in
length in the pit size of 45cm3
with
corresponding
re-

quirement of Black Annelled
Barbed Wire, was retained
unchanged for the side of
fence line comparatively
facing varied human and
live stock threats. Remaining half (1500rft) fence line
was proposed for innovation
with three (3) wooden fence
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posts after one (1) Angle Iron
post (25:75) in the pit size
of 45cm3 . Further, both the
sections were proposed to
be fixed with five (5) strands
of Barbed Wire, against six
(6) strands in the Angle Iron
fencing design and 4 strands
of wooden fencing model.

Table:-III
For Length of (1500 RFT) with Five (5) Strands of Black annelled Barbed wire under Hybrid (Mixed)
Fence Line
H(M)FL
No. of posts

S.No

Ratio between
Angle
Angle Iron Posts
Posts
& Wooden Posts
(Nos.)
in H(M)FL

1

25:75 (1:3)

47

Cost of work

Wooden
Posts (Nos)

Total Average
Rate Per RFT
(Rs in Rupees)

Material
Average
Rate Per
RFT (Rs in
Rupees)

Labour
Average Rate
Per RFT
(Rs in Rupees)

141

118.5

68.88

49.62

100%

58.13%

41.87%

Table:-IV
For Length of (3000 RFT) with Five (5) Strands of Black annelled Barbed wire under Hybrid (Mixed)
Fence Line
H(M)FL

S.
No

Existing angle
Iron fencing
(6 strands
and 2
crossed)

TOTAL

Rate per Rft

Amt

Existing
Wooden
Fencing

Amt

(4 strands)

Proposed Hybrid
fencing model
( 5 strands)

757963
SSR 2020 TOTAL

206388
FSR 2017

527250
TOTAL
(SSR2020+FSR
2017)

Rs 252.65

Rs 68.78

Rate
per Rft

In the conclusion, the
final cost of Rs 175.75 per
rft (3000 rft fence line) for
innovative fencing model would reduce the cost
for each running foot (rft)
to 30.43% against the estimated cost of Rs 252.65
per rft of angle iron fencing, as per the prevailing
rates in Standard Schedule
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Rate per Rft

of Rates (SSR) 2020 and
Forest Schedule of Rates
(FSR) 2017.However, this
rate was further modified to
the tune of Rs 147.30 per rft
(3000 rft) due to change in
the pit size to 30cm2 x 45cm
from 45cm3 by the technical
committee (Details given in
the supplementary section)
while Rs 118.50 for 1500 rft.
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Amt

Rs 175.75

Further, the idea behind the
designing of hybrid fencing,
apart from the reduction in
cost was, the wooden posts
could develop into a live
hedge over the period of
time depending upon their
potential to develop root/
shoot and could provide further strength to the hybrid
fence line.

Summary
Fundamental idea behind
bringing out innovation in the
exiting fencing model was to
reduce its cost (Rs 252 per rft)
so as to address, extraordinarily, huge burden on the budget
on account of fencing so as
to enhance the targets under
plantations and bring more
areas under green cover. The
decision makers at the highest level in the government
have been raising concerns
of disproportionately higher
outlay against fencing to the
planting target particularly
in the CAMPA scheme. The
scheme is primarily devised
and brought out to boost
plantation for improvement in
forest cover in the region. But,
the fencing cost was hampering these efforts .The available fencing models with cost
were the primary reason for
lopsided financial projection
in our schemes, which run,
on an average, in the ratio of
65:35%. The innovation was,
accordingly, recommended in

the form of Hybrid Fencing (Rs
175/rft for 3000 rft) carved out
of angle iron fencing (Rs 252 per
rft for 3000 rft) and supported
by wooden fencing model in
the CAMPA APO 2020-21 and
2021-22.The proposed innovative fencing model has offered
, assured reduction of 30.34%
in the cost as per the prevailing rates in Standard Schedule
of Rates (SSR) 2020 and Forest
Schedule of Rates (FSR) 2017.
Supplementary information:
The Steering Committee on
CAMPA of JK (UT) was critical
of the enormous cost getting
involved in the existing fencing
model of angle iron, and advised the department to revisit
the matter so as to bring down
the outlay cost in the budget,
which was near or more than
double of the plantation cost.
The Chief Secretary, JK (UT),
and the chairman of the steering committee on CAMPA,
asked Forest department, to
reduce the budget against
fencing and later, the PCCF

& HoFF, J&K UT, advised all
the implementing agencies, to
work on the introduction of innovations in the existing fencing model to reduce its cost
and corresponding budgetary
outlay in the CAMPA APO 202122. The applicability of hybrid
model was examined at highest level in the department. As
a result, a technical committee was constituted by PCCF
& HoFF, UT of JK, vide Forest
order no.06 of 2021 Dated
02-12-2021 headed by CCF
Kashmir. The committee recommended other sister models
primarily based on the idea of
hybrid model given by soil and
water conservation department and total of nine (9) models were recommended in the
ratio between Angle Iron and
Wooden Posts of 75:25 (with
4,5 & 6 strands),50:50(with 4, 5
& 6 strands) and primary proposed model 25: 75(with 4,5 &
6 strands) with considerably
reasonable and low rate for
each rft against rate per rft of
Angle Iron Fencing currently
available in the schedule.

Table:-VI
Abstract of tentative percentage of material and labour component for angle iron posts and wooden posts
with barbed wire fencing for year 2022-23 for a fence length of 1000 rft
S/No Percentage of
Angle Iron Wooden Total Cost of
Material
Labour cost with
Angle Iron posts &
Posts (No) Posts
work including cost incl all
mech carriage
Wooden Posts
(No)
Mech. carriage taxes profits 50Km
&H/L 1000 mts applicable
& H/L 1000 mts
(Avg rate /rft)
(Avg rate/rft) (Avg rate/rft)
Rupees in Lakh
1
2

3

50% - 50%
33% - 66%

25% - 75%

94

94

62

126

47

141

146.86

89.25

57.61

100%

63%

37%

115.47

72,56

42.91

100%

63%

37%

98.2

63.38

34.82

100%

65%

35%

Source: Department
Annexure -1 of the recommendations of technical committee. Here the committee considered entire 3000
rft for Hybrid (Mixed) fence Line and result is given here above
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RECREATION FORESTRY
Irfan Rasool Wani,IFS
Conservator of Forests,
Kashmir North Circle

I

ncreasing urbanisation and
the health benefits of an active lifestyle have created
a demand for outdoor recreation. Forests provide an environment where one escapes
from the stresses of modern
life and connects with nature.
Forests provide wild areas
where activities such as trekking, hiking, and other active
and challenging adventures
can be pursued. The development of forests for recreation is seen as an important
aspect of sustainable forest
management and there is an
increasing recognition of the
wide-ranging benefits that forests provide to society. Today,
recreation is one of the most
important non-timber service
provided by forests. The recreation forestry also creates
opportunities for livelihood
development of forest fringe
communities through nature
guides, homestays, food stalls
and tour operators etc.
The Jammu & Kashmir Forest Department has developed
25 Trekking routes in North
circle Kashmir. These routes
are now open to trekkers and
nature lovers. Local Tourists
are undertaking trekking frequently on these routes. Now
different tour operators are
being roped in to bring tourists
from all over India and abroad
on these trekking routes. With
the anticipated rise in flow of
tourists on these routes, the
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need for boarding and lodging
is going to become imperative
to make this activity sustainable. Therefore,the J & K Forest
Department is facilitating and
promoting development of
Homestays, setting up of food
stalls and opening of souvenir
shops to promote recreation
forestry and create livelihood
for local communities.
The J & K Forest Department
is also endeavouring to provide
timber out of fallen material on
concession rates to identified
persons for development of
Homestays. As a major development, the J & K Government
has also announced financial
assistance under Spurring Entrepreneurship initiative to unemployed youth of J&K for establishing business units with
special focus on innovation
and job creation. Similarly, J&K
Government has collaborated
with world’s leading travel tech
platform, OYO Group and has
launched rural homestay project under the banner “Crown of
Incredible India” to encourage
micro-entrepreneurs in the villages. The J & K Forest Department is promoting public participation in all these welfare
schemes of J & K Government.
The recreational forestry is
also going to revitalize the local arts and crafts as visitors
tend to purchase mementos
as souvenirs of their tours. The
recreational forestry initiative
is surely going to empower local communities, youth and
women fulfilling the vision of
forest conservation through
community participation.
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Jammu & Kashmir Forest Department
Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Srinagar Office: Forest Complex, Sheikh Bagh, Lal Chowk, Srinagar 190001
Phone: 0194-2483937, FAX : 0194-2455027
Jammu Office: Van Bhawan, Below Gumat, Jammu 180001
Phone: 0191-2560585, FAX : 0191-2547276
Website: www.jkforest.gov.in email : pccfjkforest@gmail.com
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