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hinar, the State tree, is a living heritage of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir. This
majestic tree is an integral part of rich culture of Kashmir and has a very special
place in every Kashmiri’s heart. The tree is known for its elegance and exuberance
and is a very special attraction for the tourists who visit Jammu and Kashmir.
I am happy to note that Kashmir Valley is home to the World’s oldest Chinar tree, which
is believed to be 647 years old and is located in Village Chattergam of Budgam District.
Many more trees are very old, and it is believed that these heritage trees were planted
more than 300 years ago.
It is a matter of concern that many mighty Chinar trees have been lost in the past
due to various reasons. This calls for not only the conservation and protection of mighty
Chinars but also planting of more Chinar trees to compensate for the loss.
I compliment the Forest Department for taking up Chinar planting at large scale across
Jammu & Kashmir, and bringing out this booklet to spread the message on Chinar
conservation.

30th March, 2021
Jammu

(Manoj Sinha)
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I

am pleased to know that the Department of Forest, Ecology & Environment is publishing
a chronicle on Chinar which traces the history of Chinar and its cultural significance in
Kashmir.

The uniqueness of a place is attributed to its prominent vegetation which can be gauged
by the fact that the names of many places across the globe are derived from their
distinctive flora. In India, “Nilgiris” draws its name from the blue flowers of “Kurinji” and
“Sunderbans” from the Sundri trees in West Bengal. Similarly, Kashmir draws its uniqueness
from its majestic Chinars.
Chinar, a tree of antiquity and magnificence is an integral part of the landscape of
Kashmir and holds a unique place in its cultural traditions. The tale of changing seasons
in Kashmir often finds expression in the distinct appearances of Chinar.
I am confident that this publication will enlighten the reader on the historical and
cultural aspects behind the significance of the species and will imbibe a sense of shared
responsibility towards its conservation.
I congratulate and compliment the project team for its efforts in capturing and publishing
the heritage of Chinar in Kashmir.

(B.V.R. Subrahmanyam)

Commissioner Secretary
to Government,
Department of Forests
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M

agnificent Chinar is closely identified with the people and landscape of Kashmir;
this much admired tree can be found throughout the length and breadth of
Kashmir Valley, its cities and on the avenues. With it’s origin believed to be in
Greece, the tree is a silent witness to Kashmir’s history, and is well knitted with the sociocultural landscape of the region.
The name Chinar is derived from a Persian word which means, “What a Fire”; it reflects
impressive orange red colour of Chinar in Autumn. Its leaves acquire varied hues from
blood red to mauve, amber and yellow depicting various seasons of Kashmir. Being a
deciduous tree, it is leafless in winters and stands out magnificently during the period of
snowfall.
Numerically, Chinar trees has seen a decline over the past decades, due to plant
diseases, pests, as well as impact of urbanization. Government is taking proactive steps
for the conservation of mighty Chinars, and has embarked on, zealously, for planting
Chinar trees on various locations : educational institutions; office complexes; parks,
gardens, and other open areas.
I compliment Forest Department & J&K FRI, for initiating a drive for conservation of
Chinar, and also planting new Chinar trees. Similarly, in this direction, efforts for bringing
this publication are worth an applaud!

(Sanjeev Verma)

PCCF & HoFF
J&K Forest Department
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hinar is pride of Kashmir and represents the aspirations of its people. It is a
magnificent and vibrant tree which predominantly grows on the entire landscape
of Kashmir. Being an enormous tree, it houses significant biodiversity of birds and
burrowing animals. Its large foliage is a source of life-giving oxygen and significantly
mitigates air and noise pollution.
The number of mighty Chinar trees once reported to be around 40,000 in Kashmir are
now on decline. Hence, conservation of existing trees and planting of more Chinars is
being carried out. Chinars are generally planted in parks and gardens by Department of
Floriculture, who also maintain these trees.
With renewed focus on Chinar, the Forest Department along with J&K FRI, Social Forestry
and Wildlife Department is taking up several measures to conserve and promote its
plantation at suitable locations across Jammu and Kashmir. Plantation of Chinar in
spacious complexes of educational and other institutions, office complexes, public
premises is being promoted.
As the number of mighty chinars is on decline, a fresh census and geo-tagging with
modern tools for their conservation & monitoring is also planned. This will help in their
future monitoring and care.
Forest Department is also taking up creation of city forests on different locations, which
will further boost the planting of Chinars in different areas.

(Dr. Mohit Gera)
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It was during the Mughals, when someone saw its leaves turned into yellow radiant red which signified autumn, and he thought it was fire ,made him shout out
the words “Che-Naar Ast?” which means “What flame it is?” in Persian. It is from
this question that the royal tree got its name, CHINAR, and is believed to be given
by Mughal emperor Jahangir.

The tree is an ineffaceable part of Kashmir’s history, religion, literature, politics,
and romance and its motif finds expression in Kashmiri art and craft particularly
Papier-mâché, pottery, shawl embroidery, silverware and carpet making.

Throughout history, as entire civilizations have withered and mankind has continued to move at a breathless pace, the trees have remained. For some, these
trees harbour the secrets to longevity, for others, they provide clear evidence
of our journey across lifetimes and the path that awaits us in centuries to come.
Chinar - The King Tree, is a reminder of the importance of rekindling our respect
and love for nature.

It is seen as a symbol for the region, and a part of its soul. The Valley of Kashmir
is acknowledged as paradise on earth for its diverse rationale and is known for
its rich natural environmental heritage. Nature has bestowed our region with a
vanety of trees like Deodar, Kail, Fir, Chilgoza pine, Taxus, Juniper, and Cypress etc
but without “Chinar” the paradise is incomplete.

Chinar is the state tree of Jammu & Kashmir, Union Territory. Kashmir is always visualized as a big garden, scented with fresh blossoms and fruits and more importantly lined
with magnificent Chinar trees. Chinar is synonymous to Kashmir valley. The golden Chinar leaf is a symbol of Kashmir. Every village here has at least one Chinar tree, if not more.
Platanus orientalis var. cashmeriana is a large profusely branched dense crowned
tree known to Kashmiries since Lal Daed’s time, woven into thoughts and emotions and nurtured Kashmiri art & Craft. Poets and writers have written literature focused on Kashmir’s age-old association with Chinar and Chinar scape of
Kashmir. They have been an important part of Kashmiri tradition.
The Chinar, the Oriental (Eastern) Plane tree, Platanus orientalis, or Buen and
Booyn in Kashmiri language, is a living heritage of Kashmir.

Chinar trees characteristically grow in Eastern Himalayas. Chinar being a long-living tree
has survived for ages. It spreads wide across a region of cool climate with sufficient water.
It takes around 30 to 50 years for the trees to reach their mature height and
around 150 years for them to grow to their full size.

The tree has several properties - leaves and bark are used as medicine, the wood,
known as lace wood is used for delicate interior furniture and the twigs & roots
are used for making dyes.

HISTORY
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Chinar, a majestic tree of Kashmir is known for its antiquity, magnificence, cool shade and a royal touch. It is a majestic tree that
can be found throughout the landscape of the valley, hillsides and
cities.
Monarchs like the Mughals, Pathans and Maharajas treated the Chinar as an integral part of Kashmiri’s soul and existence. The Mughals even declared the Buen as the Royal tree.

Mughal emperor Akbar planted more than 1100 Chinar trees at
place called Naseem bagh beside lake Dal at Hazrat bal. Over the
years many Chinar trees were removed to make space for infrastructure expansion, many trees got infected with disease-causing
pests & pathogens to reduce number from over 1100 to present
population of less than 700.
Even though the tree is believed to have existed in the valley even
before the Mughal annexation, not only the credit of giving such a
beautiful name but also the credit of adding it to the landscape as
an attractive shade bearer goes to Mughals. References to the tree
can be seen in both Akbar Nama as well as Tuzk-i-Jehangiri, both
stating that the King took shelter in the hollow trunk of the tree
with its soldiers.

Islamic preachers who travelled to Kashmir four centuries ago
from Central Asia and Persia also revered the tree. It is said that the
oldest Chinar tree in Kashmir, around 700 years old, was planted
by the Sufi Saint Syed Qasim Shah in Chattergam, in central Kashmir’s Budgam district. The tree grew to be 14.78 metres tall with a
bisal growth of about 19m.
The Chinar has always enjoyed the high favours and patronage of
the Mughals as they had recognized and valued its aesthetic and
spiritual essence. The world famous Mughal Gardens have stood
out as the centres of global attraction for their enticing and charismatic beauty springing from their systematically-planted Chinars.

Think
KASHMIR,
Think
CHINAR
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In Kashmir in general and Srinagar in particular, the
Chinar tree is so closely identified with the land that
as soon as you think of monumental architecture,
the Chinar automatically comes to mind.

In Srinagar, the new parts of the city: around Polo
View, on the Bund, across the Jhelum in Rajbagh,
down Residency Road as well as Maulana Azad Road
and down Dalgate, fine old trees greet the visitors.
In summer, you will be glad of their shade. Cross
Hazratbal and head towards Ganderbal and Chinar
trees are at their most dense. Few other districts of
Kashmir have such an enviable Chinar population
as Ganderbal.
Outside Kashmir, Chinar trees are seen planted at
various places like Kishtwar, Bhaderwah, Batote,
Jammu, Rajouri, Poonch, Amritsar and HP but best
growth is seen only in Kashmir. Bijbihara popularly
known as Town of Chinars has distinction of oldest
Chinar at Padshahi Park and large number of Chinars in parks like Dara-Shukoh Park, Achhabal Nurjahan Park, Kukarnag Park, Aishmuqam on way to
Pahalgam.

It is because of these glorious trees and their
soul-soothing magnanimity that tourists from across
the globe flock in numbers to Mughal gardens.

A Small

CHINAR
ISLAND

on Dal Lake

•

•

‘Char Chinar’ is a beautiful island on the Dal
Lake in Srinagar. The island gets its name from
the fact that there are four Chinar trees planted on this island.

These four trees were planted by Emperor Jahangir in such a way that the island will always
have a shadow from these trees. They are one
of the main tourist attractions in Kashmir.

CHINAR
TREE

Anatomy
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The Platanaceae consists of only a single living genus Platanus, of six to ten species of
tall trees, and is a native of Mediterranean
region from where it spread eastwards.

Chinar-the oriental plane, Platanus orientalis var. cashmiriana, is the only species
of family Platanaceae found in our country
and growing in Kashmir valley.

Chinar is a large, well spreading deciduous
tree growing up to a height of 30 meters and
girth of 10 to 15 meters at ground level. It
bears dense crown of interlaced branches
and 5-7 palmately lobed leaves arranged alternately on the stem with long stalks held
horizontally to make shade extra cool during
summer. The flowers are dense spherical
heads borne on pendulous stalks in paired
globular heads.

DISTRIBUTION
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In Kashmir, especially in Srinagar, the
Chinar tree is so closely identified with
the land that as soon as you think of
monumental architecture, the Chinar automatically comes to mind.
Walking down the streets, one cannot
miss the rustling sound of leaves from
the famed Chinar trees breaking the silence.

After the arrival of Mughals, Akbar and
Shahjahan also showed keen interest in
using Chinars as attractive shade bearing landscape tree. Mughals got these
trees planted in famous Mughal Gardens
of Kashmir like Naseem Bagh, Nishatbagh, Shalimar garden, Harwan and at
places like Bijbehara, Budgam, Kokernag
and Anantnag.

CHINARS AT
RELIGIOUS
PLACES

•

•

•

In ancient times, the tree was considered sacred and hence planted close to
religious places. Even today both Hindu
and Muslim shrines in Kashmir, be it the
Hazratbal shrine in Srinagar or Kheer
Bhawani in Tulla Mulla, can be seen dotted with Chinar trees. Sufi saints have
adored Chinar through vaakhs, shrukhs,
poetry and religious discourse since
fourteenth century.

Women praying and communicating to
God in the shrines, hoping to bring an
end to their sorrows can be seen seated
under the Chinar trees that are found in
most of the Valley’s prominent shrines
and mosques. Two major shrines in
Kashmir — Sultan-ul-Arifeen and Hazratbal — have neatly-placed majestic
Chinar trees for the devotees.
Hindu worshippers equally revere the
Chinar tree. The trees can be found in
the goddess Bhavani temples in Kashmir,
including the Kheer-Bhawani temple in
Ganderbal. Many Hindus believe that the
Kashmiri name ‘Buen’ comes from goddess Bhavani.

CULTURAL
VALUE

The Chinar tree is a symbol of permanence, comfort, emotions recollected, unity of people etc.
Since times immemorial, it has been exhibiting
our Kashmiri culture and identity. In the days
gone by, our elders would constructively use
these trees for their routine get-togethers, for
discussions, for easing and relaxing themselves
after hard-day’s labour under the umbrage and
shade of these trees. They would also enact and
stage religio-cultural activities like the BhaandPather (traditional Kashmiri folk entertainment),
preparation of the Peer Khairaat/ Bhandaar
(local religious feast) under the domain of the
Chinar tree. These activities would promise and
ensure entertainment cum spiritual solace to the
rural populace. Such was the magical charm provided by this magnificent and gigantic tree!

CHINAR IN
CRAFTS AND
POETRY

•

•

•

Kashmir’s beauty has been nurtured
by mighty Chinars, beauty praised
and sung through poems and lyrics,
decorated in handicrafts and shawls
by the nature loving weavers.

The Kashmiri craftsmen are always
alive to the picturesque surrounding around him. He expresses his response to the beauty around him in
the creation of a large variety of chasing or embossing floral motifs mainly
Chinar leaves, interwoven into intricate patterns.

Chinar tree has special cultural significance among Kashmiris. It is a popular symbol of Kashmir heritage seen
in various designs of arts & crafts, articles of house and shikara decoration,
embroidery of shawls, Paper Machie,
wood carving and Namda & Gabba
making. Several articles of handicrafts
decorated with motifs of Chinar leaves
are source of curiosity for the tourists
who visit Jammu and Kashmir.

IMPORTANCE
OF THE
CHINAR

•

•

•

•

•

•

The oriental plane, Chinar is found naturally in
riverine settings, together with such trees as alder, willow and poplar. However, it is quite capable of survival and success in dry soils once it is
established.
The Chinar tree doesn’t just amplify the beauty of Kashmir but also has a lot of other things
to offer. On a summer day, it provides shade in
parks as well as on roads. Its wood can also be
sawn easily.

From the environmental perspective, the Chinar
tree plays a pivotal role in maintaining the ecological balance. It helps in moderation of temperature and lowering the air and noise pollution.

Chinars have hard wood, which makes their
wood excellent for carvings, such as for use in
carved doors, windows and furniture, for interior details and small ornamental objects. The
trees are also known to have some medicinal
properties and uses.
Chinars are important ecologically, economically and aesthetically. Chinars, being the large ornamental trees contribute not only to the beauty of the Kashmir valley but also to its resources.
They are important sequesters of carbon and vital to the regulation of the climate and improving air quality.

Chinars contribute to protection of biodiversity
as they are a favorite shelter for birds particularly Crows and Kites in Kashmir.

CONSERVATION
OF ICONIC
CHINAR TREES
IN JAMMU AND
KASHMIR

•

•

•

Kashmir has always been well-known for its beauty, rich culture,
and hospitality of its people. Adding to the scenic beauty of the place
is the mighty Chinar tree.

With the high levels of urban growth in Kashmir and the associated development pressure, together with the indifference and apathy that exists, a critical point has been reached to safeguard the Chinar heritage
and the natural treasure it represents for the long-term future.

•

The Chinars once more than 40000 are now on decline. Widening of
National highway has also taken toll of many Chinar trees. No credible data is available on the present status; however, estimates range
from 17,000 to 34,000 which calls for fresh census and Geo tagging
of the mighty Chinars, for their conservation and monitoring using
modern tools.

1.

Census & Geo tagging of Chinars for conservation and monitoring

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Chinar trees are generally planted outside the forest areas and hence raising, planting and development of Chinar is looked after by Department of
Floriculture. However, with the renewed focus on conservation and plantation of Chinar, Forest Department in collaboration with J&K FRI is taking
following steps for conservation and plantation of Chinar:
Conservation of Gene Pool by establishing a “Vegetative Multiplication Garden”.
Preparation of Chinar Heritage Register (CHR)

Distribution of Chinar saplings to institutions, departments, Schools,
Colleges, Army and Police establishments.

Encouraging Chinar planting at road crossings, spacious complexes
and campuses of Department/ Institutions.
Promoting Chinar awareness among masses.

CHINAR
CONSERVATION

T

he number of large Chinar trees once
reported to be around 40,000 are now
on decline. No credible data is available on the present status; however, estimates range from 17,000 to 25,000.

Chinar trees are generally planted outside
the forest areas, in parks, gardens and on
road sides by Department of Floriculture,
who also maintain these trees. With renewed focus on conservation of Chinar, the
tree has been planted in recent years by Forest and sister departments in different parts
of Kashmir as well as in parts of Jammu region such as Kishtwar, Bhaderwah, Batote,
Rajouri, Poonch and Jammu city.

Chinar is our heritage and being the ‘State
Tree’ represents the aspirations of people
of Jammu and Kashmir. Forest Department
along with J&K FRI, Social Forestry and Wildlife Departments are taking several measures
to conserve and promote its plantation at suitable locations across Jammu and Kashmir.
Plantation of Chinar in spacious complexes
of educational and other institutions, office
complexes, public premises are being promoted. Chinar saplings are being raised and
distributed to institutions, departments,
Schools, Colleges, Army, and para-military
establishments.

Around 10,000 chinar saplings are likely
to be planted this year across Jammu and
Kashmir and more than 20,000 are being
raised in nurseries of Forest Department,
J&K FRI and Department of Social Forestry
for planting in the next year.

The rich history and charm of Chinar needs
to be documented to sustain its culture and
creation of mass awareness. As the number
of mighty chinars is on decline, a fresh census and geo-tagging with modern tools for
their conservation & monitoring will be carried out by J&K FRI.
A Chinar heritage register with useful information on these geo-tagged large trees
on location, height, girth, canopy, health
condition and ecological threat will also be
prepared. This will help in their future monitoring and care.
Sustained production of quality saplings is a
must and to meet this requirement, a “Vegetative Multiplication Garden” will be established in the Valley by the J&K FRI.
Forest Department is also taking up creation of city forests on different locations
in Jammu and Kashmir which will give further boost to conservation of Chinar and its
planting in different areas.

15TH MARCH

CHINAR
PLANTATION
DAY

It is our conscious effort to preserve
this heritage tree and department has
planned to grow more and more Chinars
as it enhances the beauty of land besides
providing gallons of oxygen to our atmosphere which in turn helps in the maintenance of our environment.
In a bid to preserve these heritage trees,
March 15 is being observed as the Chinar Day. Massive plantation drive was
launched on this day across Kashmir to
cover open spaces, schools, office premises, parks and gardens to mark the celebration of Chinar Day.
To observe Chinar Day, this year department planted about 2000 Chinar saplings, besides ten thousand Chinar saplings shall be planted during the year.
The Urban Forest Division, Srinagar organized a programme at Shuhama Campus of SKUAST where the Chinar saplings
were planted within the premises.

The department also held Chinar plantation drive at Parimpora Bypass, where
officials planted the Chinar saplings.

Similar drives were launched in almost
all districts where some of the concerned
DCs planted Chinar saplings.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR FOREST DEPARTMENT
May to Oct : Forest Complex, Sheikh Bagh, Lalchowk, Sgr. 190001
Phone: 0194-2483937, Fax: 0194-2455027
Nov to Apr: Van Bhawan, Below Gumat, Jammu-180001
Phone: 0191-2560585, Fax: 0191-2547276
Website: www.jkforest.gov.in, email: pccfjkforest@gmail.com

