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JAN{I\IU AND KASF{NTIR

(CONSERVATIOI\{) AcT, 199'7

(Act No- ;iXX of 1997)

An Act to provide for the conservation of forests and for tnattcrs

or incidcntal thereto'

Be it enacted by the Jammu and Kashmir State Legislature in thc

of.lndia as follows:

].Short|itle,extentgndcommencement._\L)ThisActmaybecalledtlreJamnruandKashnrir
, :.

(2) It extends to the whole of '!he State of Jamrnu and Kashrnir'' rl

, i:i

(3) It shall come into f919e at on-ce,

. 2. Restriction on denotifying of demarcated forest or dereservatjon .or use of Foysl land |o':"''i

non_forestpurpose._Notwithstahding 
unyiing lontuin"a in unv other larv for the time bsing'in force' ..ii

(a)thecovernrnentshallnot,excep!onare.solutionoftheCouncilofMin.istersbasedontl,e.l]
advice of the Adviro.y,Coi'*ii." lo"ttituteci under section 3 of the Act' 

, .'"

(i)makeorissuealryorderornotificationdirectingthatBnydemarcatedforestoranYPof'.'!.':
thereof shall cease to be a demarcated forest; ' c ij':r

(ii)malieanyorderdirectingthataul,forestlandoranyportionthereofmaybeu'"o,or..Yli
non-forest puTose; 

^1\a' ar;th^ritv shall h3vs pswer to make or'issue uny "*t*ii(b)noofficeroftheGovernmentorotherauthorit-vshallhavePower'tcjiri
",;#;";;nini..,p*ioi.ny.*otterspecifredinclause(a):

(l)ProvidedthattheAdministrativeDepartnent(Forests)shallbelolletentauthorityto:.3gct{\':Hj

t'#ffi"J:lT,;:,:;HrJl:.:HrT*i:t.Y[H'ffi ,::*t'"""ffi H:t":#':ff$;'gii
passing through th;;";;itd or ""dt;;;;;;d 

forest iancs: 
^- r,.- -o^^*inenrd^ 

"itll

- (2) provided further that the principal chief ccnservrior of Foresrs may, on the recommendati'ririij

of a comrnittee comprising the concerned ihi"f cor,rerr?'-'cr of Forests, conservator of Forests' Dist'it-

Deveroprnent cornmissionei and tr,. oi"ijo;il;, om""r, u..ora permission for construction of' 
':t
';,:::::

ll ;ffiH::ffi .::' ;ffil:;il:;fi ai,,r r*,,' 
f f' r e s'['I a n d' w h en *",'ii

through the,dernarcated';;;l;r.cated forest land subject to the condition that : '.'ii
,t! i

t - - -l-- ^-^^ rn . C2Se al)(l llu lul rlrvr

a)permissionshallbeaccordedonlycnceinacaseandnofurther.extensionsh:
granted; - ''.ii

b)perrnissionshallbeaccordedonlywhenthe.PrincipalChiefConsenatorofFcrestssafistlEs.,
himselfthattheroadisneededfortheupliftmentoftheruralpeopleanddcesncthavcon'.
adverse impact on eco'system of the area ; and 'i1i]

,,r,r!1
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connccted therervith or ancillart'
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':, ,' c) all cther conditions as laid down in this Act are cornpiied rvith :

frcviCe,t als.t til:it ihe Citiel Ccls.;-r',,3io,' o; Folests ?-:.iE\,, cn the reconrn:endation cf a
CL.\rrniltce conrprisi:-rg the co:rceiiied Cor.rsc;vatcr oi Fcrests, D!srrict Development Coinmis-

erceecirg 2.5 l:ectr.;cs of iorcst iar:C l'iien pas*siirg iit;-culit lire iicn:icai:d cr unc'eg:rc:ii.',1
foresi land sub;ecr to rhe conditicirs that :*

, (i) perilrission shlii be accordecj only once in a case antl lo iiriiher exr!-;rsion shallbe qi-anted:

(it) !lo pertlission shaii be accclded univss ihe Cirief Conser,;:tcr of Forests sarisfies himse!f that
ilic lcal is nee<1e ci fur the upliitmeni oi'tire iui:i pecpie and dces ilct have any adverse impacr
Lln ccc-syste.ln of the arer. ; anc

- (iii) that eil cther-conriitiorts as iaiii cowri in rllis .:-cr ar-e ccmplieC ivith.]

(3) i''l.iir';itllst:trti!iitg:n!{h!lgcon:ai:teC ir.r s::.L-seciicn (l} ihe Disrrict Plannii-:ganci Development Board
cotrss51ls,j i1'!3v::(:.:ord i;criitissioti firrconslruction oi'rura! roads, el:ecr:ticr: of electric-, iuigaticn and iublic heaiih
evql3ectiti3 \','otlis_o:'sucit crherdevclcplitent worxs rvhen passing thrcugh dem3rcated cr u,-:denrarceted tbi-ests
5!i4cc, .o iii€ ci-Ilidi'.iotl tiiat tire lartcj rsqr:ired fcr the putl)ose drl€s ni-\t e::ceed h1o hectaie of forest ianC and the
Frlr?{:i:i:Lii.l shali be accorried oniy cncc for ar' indivi,jual case without al:v lurrher e:-t,:nsjcn.

': ,, 
' i4) l.\olu'lil,staniiing ar:ytiiing ccntainei in anv iarv fcr ihe time b:ing in ibrce- ihe Forest Deo:rtne::t

Jr\a.lrt il.rt be entiiic<j to a)ly co:it;re:rsaijcii for any folest ian,J fc: rvliich per-:nission has been accorije,J under sub-
r-gcti,r:r il) or sirb-secticn i2) subjeu:i tc the ccnd;,titrn that area cf such lauC dces nct exceed i lreciare.

iii:' :lxaianatian.L -Fcr tlre curpcse of 'ti:is ssctio:r, "irc,ri-fciesr pr-::pose" rnea:rs i!.rg breaking up or clearing oi'qtry ii)r,-.sr !en.j or portiori ihereolrbr _

..::::

,,'r' ia) ths cuitivat;on ol'cii bearing pia::ts, hoiticultural clops or:::eriicinal plar,ts:

-'t (b) ar:1" olltcr purpose cti:er riian re-al-icr€siation bl:i ices l:ot include an)/ Nork rel:.ting or anciliery
Io cons.r!saicr, develcf;nreni an,i rrranag-'rnent of tbrest and tvi!diiie, r-:ameli,, ilie est:.tiisl,.ine:.ir
o!'che:k Srcsis, fire iines, rvireless ccmmunicaticns an,i Dons,.mc,rlon of fencing; bridges anrj. .:

"rr:,' 
cttlverts, ,Jants, waierholbs, tre:'ich rnarks, btunda.:r, n':arks, pipe iines or other iike purposei.-:l.t.t:j

,a Lu>lcnr:tic:t li-For the purposes oithis section,

,,t. ia) "tlclnarcated_ forest" and 'ulldentarcatc-d forest" shall have ii:e s:nie meani::g as a;sigled lo
,, ,; these. in rhe Jarnmu and Kasiimir Forest Ac! Sanrvat l9s? (!930 A.D.) ;

(b) "rural rolds" rneans the leads includlng paihs to be ccrnstructeii by the Dish-ict R-ural Developrnent
Agencv under the technice! and adninistraiive ccnfict of the concerned Dlstrict Develosnrent
Comrnissiorrer; and

(c) "'bordei roeds'l $lea$s- ar:y krn-d of road to be ccnsbucted rneinly for the defence pu{pose by;the
Ar,ny or Bordei Roads Organizaticn or any of is agencies.

Constitation of Advistf Adv2cry C_cmmiliee.-The Governlnent may consiiture a Coir,nittee ccnsising of suchI rl .
li{lllDcr ot persons as it rnay deem fit to advise the Govcmment u,ith regard to_

(| any matter referred to in section 2 ;
(if any other matter cortnecled *'ith the cirnservation oi forests which rnay be refen-ed to it by the

Governrncnt.

a'^ Pen2lty tol caxftavention aJ' ti:e provisions of the Act.-Whoevei conravenss or abets the cont-a-
ion cf any of *..rre provisions of sectlon 2 shail be punishable with sin:ple impri

,g'. rt.r to fiftien days.
imprisonrnent for a period which may



-{.offeneesbyaitharitiesgndGoverter:ttntDepa;t;nen,1'-(1)Whe.'ganyofi.encetrniertirisActi.,as
been comrnitted

(a) by an.v depariment oi Governmeui' the Head of the Departrnent; or

(b)byailyauihcr;ry'everypersonrr,hc'atthetimeofo{Tenccrr,asccmmiticd,rvasclirectlyiltchall.-l
ofand\\aSresponsibletctheauthori|,fortheccnductoftlrcbusiiressoftheautncr!tva-:;r"c:la.

. the authorir]., shall be deemed to b,e guilt-v rf the cffence ancl shall be liable io be proceeded a1'a':r-''

and Punished accordiaglY:

provided that nothlng contained i* this sub-sectio' sharr rendc' the head of the r)epartnrent ; Lri ar-i'i

person referred to in ciuus" qi; tia*e ,o 
",,,1' 

f.rishment if lre proves that the-offence was comrnitred t'iil''.'-it

his knowledge or that he exercised ali d.ie aiiig""..* to crevent the commission of such offence'

(2)Norwithstandinganl'thingcontairredils''r'c-1e3;r1-';{1.i','''irereanofi{ence1'runishablcunderthi-i'i\ctiirlr

been ccmmitted by a <iepartrnent oiGovernr,rcct oi an1, authoril, ;ei).:rred to in clause ( b) of sub-section ( l ) 'irr<! ii :i

proved that th" *ri"nJuu J*"n 
"".**ifted 

vriih the ccnsent or ccnnivance oi or is attributable to any ncglect on iht:

part of any offricer, ";;;;; 
the }Iead of trre Depurhneiit o,r in the case of any authoriry. any person orher rhan ti'c

p€rsons referred r irr-"i*r" (b) of sub-sectio:r iil such officeror perscns sr,au also be decnred to bc guiity cf thrrr

offence and shali u" iiJr" t -irpro"eed"cl against and punished acct-xrjingil;'

i

5-A. cognizance cf ttte efenles,alt"',*::1':l:.:,:,i:1T:iT:::l*::tl',X*:;:,::'i:i,'tl;'1.;
ForestJ#":'''JJ"::ny:X:;'#i:#**'3:f::':"::::Tl:H::lii-:tl[':::::::*':i:l"il
l;#,?iJTffi-T.'.T-"TT:lIffiJiiti o"** trrerel. shall rnutaris mutandis appl)- to ccgnizance clr 5t'1t:ir

offences' 
.*ti.nn ..F'orect officcr,, shall havs the sanre nreaning as assigr*d ttt ii

Exp I e n at io n'-For purposes of, ttl is seci ion' " Fcre st C ffi cr

under clause (D 
"f 

,J;;;;;iil*n*u u"a k^tirtnir FcrestAct, Santvat i9s? (1930 A'D')i'

6' Power to nus'telades'-Tle Government rna)" !:y notification in the covi:-nment Gezette' tnakt: :r'l

fcr carrying out tire p:rrpcse of this Act'

T.Repcalanc'sgr,ing._(i)The.JamrnuancKa.:!.:rnirEcies'-Conservation)Act.l992(Presidelrjsf\il
No. 5 of 1992) is hereby rcpeaicd' r t- -^)^ .

Nonvithstandingsuchrepeal,.anlthingdone;anyi,ctiontakenoranyorderissuedoranyrulcmadeunilr't
the said Act shall U" J..J*J a irave ireen doie, talien, issucd or rnade undcr this Act'


