Subject:  Legal status of forest land.

Circular
Many times the Forest, Departinent has felt handicapped in -

~

ascertaining the legal status of forest lands demarcared under “Rules for

Demarcation of Forests” sanctioned by his Highness Maharaja Bahadur

under the Chief Minister’s No.414 dated 13 March 1914 due to entries -

made in the revenue records for the same land as “Maalik Sarkar,

Maqbooza Mahkama Janglaar” . " .
J&XK State has 20192 Sq. Kin forest land demarcated under Rules

for Demarcation of Forests and listed in the “Register of Forest Areas™

published by the Forest Department the His Hizhness’ Government of

Jammiu and Kashmirin 1944

£

According to the Digest of Statistics 2003-04 issued by the
Planning & Dev Department the forest area is only 6580 sqkm as per the

Revenue Department records because that Department maintains record
of revenue land only under the J&K Land Revenue Act 1996 (1939 AD)
whereas the forest area actually is 20192 sgkin as per the Forest
Department records. This has been qualified by an explanatory note as
under:-

In order to set right the legal status of the forest land, the matter
was referred to the Law Department for its clarification.* The Law
Departiment vide U.O No. LD (OPN)2005/23/FST date 12.8.05 has
opined as under:- ' . )

L. “In view of the definition of demuarcated forests as given in clouse
(¢ ) of section 2 of the Forest dct. Svi. 1987 any land within the
‘demarcated Jorests belongs 10 Forest Department -irrespective of

the said land having revenue eniries ay Malik-Sarkar, Ma-h 102~ {
Mahakama Jangiat. A
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title of such land

Mazhooza- Mahakama Jeanelar o the
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atus indicated given above, it is unpressed

upon qH mnctmmlwq of the Forest Department 1o take this positon

whenever title of the forestland 15 10 guestion.
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